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sc}? A very large quantity of matter, arranged for 
publ.cation, remains over; and so a great deal must, until 
atter the rising of congress, 








SC The proceedings of the judiciary committee of 
the house of representatives, are of mighty magnitude, 
and fearful import. We are of those who have thought, 
and still believe, that the powers of the supreme court 
might be advantageously modified—but would fear to 
touch that high and honorable institution, in a season of 
party excitement—such as the present. It is manifest 
to the mind ot every reflecting man, however, that there 
rmoust be some tribunal of last resort—sume body whose 
decision shall be final, else it is impossible that the union 
should continue. It each of the “nations” of this con- 
federacy may construe the constitution in its own ‘‘so- 
vereign” will, the sooner that we prepare for separation 
and civil war the better. But we will not ‘despair of 
the republic.’’ Party never yet has been omnipotent in 
this country, and, we trust, will not be. In the whirl of 
political excitement, the ‘still smull voice”? of reason 
has been heard, and will still be attended to. 














Op The ‘Richmond Enquirer” of the 13th, as men- 
tioned in our last, has three anda half heavy columns 
at **Mr. Niles” and about the tariff—but neither party 
in this matter, {Mr. Ritchie, and his ‘‘practical man’’) 
appear to deserve particular notice; and if so, todo them 
justice, would require more room than can be spared for 
such discussions at thistime. Mr. Ritchie does not seem! 
altogether pleased with what I said of him, nor did I 
not suppose that he would be, and so, perhaps, he has 
been excited to acvept my invitation to a discussion ol 














the ‘‘*constitudionality, operation and effect of the Ameri- | John R. Pringle, intendant of the city of C 





is sO heavy, that a record of it must be postponed—a 
place, however, shall be made for the leading speeches 
vn both sides. There is much self-denial ip thus de- 
ferring things of more direct interest, that our chief pur- 
pose of presenting important documents muy have ap- 
plication, 

We now conclude the papers concerning the British 
West India trade, and also insert the report of the com- 
mitte on manufactures, which latter shall be followed 
by the counter report of the minority of that committee, 
concerning which we shall feel at liberty to make some 
free remarks, as soon as room for them ean be allowed; 
ohjecting as well to the manner as the matter of the last 
mentioned paper—and whence it was derived is a sub- 


ject of enquiry! 


_ Gey. Jackson. The ‘*Globe,” published at Wash- 
ington, says—‘* We are permitted to say, that if it should 
be the will of the nation to eall on the president to 
serve a second term as the chief magistrate, he will not 
decline the summons,” 

Similar statements are made in other quarters, and we 
presume it is now understood that gen. Jackson will 
again be a candidate for the suffrages of the people. 

There is much speculation as to the causes for this 
proceeding; and a great deal has been said about certain 
differences between two distinguished gentlemen, who, 
it was thought, had both strongly desired to succeed the 


general in the presidency. These things are of much 
interest to politicians, but do not come within the plan 
of this work. 


THE PRESIDENT has addressed the following letter to 
harleston, 


can system, as applicable to the protection of domestic| dated Washington, December 24, 1830— 


industry,”? &c. Mr. Ritchie says—‘*'We neither like 


Sir: Lhave received, through col. Drayton, your very 


the labor of writing long articles, nor can we read with- | polite note of the 16th instant, written agreeably to a re- 
out a “groan” the long, namby-pamby, drivelling, ‘bald | solution of the city of Charleston, by which I am invited 
and disjointed cheat,’ of our worthy cotemporary.—But } to visit that city, when it may be most convenient for me. 


if, at the end of one month afier the rising of congress, 


For this evidence of the kind regard of those who re- 


he does not see fit to change his purpose, we will adjust) present the wishes of Charleston, | pray vou to make ac- 
the lists, and proceed in due season to the “war of} ceptable, this return of my sincere thanks. Although it 
words!” will be gratifying to my feelings, to avail myself of 

ldo not exactly comprehend what Mr. Ritchie means | so favorable an opportunity to visit the emporium of my 
—the word ‘‘cheat,” unless meant for chat, is a queer | native state, 1 am yet prevented by my official engage- 





one; and his aversion to ‘Slong articles,” is for the first 
time heard ot!- It would not seem well fitted—after 


roents from designating the period when I can seize it, 
With the most anxious solicitude for the prosperity 


Mr. R’s lengthy explanations of the meanings of presi-} aud happiness of the eity of Charleston, I beg you, sir, 
dential messages: of which | know nothing, except as} to be assured of the high respect I entertain for that por- 


might be obtained by the application of a yard-stick— 


end of a month alter the rising of congress. ; 
‘he long article as from a ‘*Practical Man,” is one 


He has given a certificate of the collector of the port of 


only shows that the case, “as presenied”’ by this writer, 
did not come trom the custom house. But the whole 
article is so diffuse, that it is useless to present a reply. 
The tacts, so tur as they might be grappled, are entirely 
with us. 





CPP The debate on Mr. Stanberry *s motion to strike 
out of the general appropriation bill the item of $9000, 
for payment of the salary of the minister of the United 
States to Russia, is one of much immediate interest and 
curiosity, and shews an uncommon degree of feeling, 
and severity, in the parties engaged in it. An instant 
and full imsertion of it should be given, had we the 





tion of their authority, entrusted to the city council; and 
some of the sets of explanations being about three times | also, of the sentiments of personal regard which are due 
seven, or twenty-one feet long! J shall wot change my | to the politeness you have manifested on this occasion. 
purpose; and “expectto hear” from Mr. Ritchie, at the} Your most obedient servant, ANDREW Jackson.” 


Mr. Wirt. The senate chamber and its galleries 


that | would tear into tatters, were it worth the while. eould not contain the half of those who proceeded to 


the capitol, to hear Mr. Wirt’s speech in defence of 


Richmond, as to the importation of certain cloths. It judge Peck. 





Tur sNow storm which commenced at Baltimore on 
the 14th inst. appears to have extended nearly over all 
the United States. The papers east, west, north and 
south, all have the same account to give of its violence. 
in the north, it is ealled a storm ‘‘worthy of the best days 
of our fathers!”—*‘a genuine old fashioned snow storm,” 
&e. The wind was of fearful power, during its con- 
tinuance. Even so far south as Milledgeville, there was 
a heavy fall of snow. ‘This storm is said not to have 
been equalled by another since 1761. 

There was a great deal of suffering at many places 
because of the storm, the long continued rains having 


reom for itat our disposal; but the mass of documents] forbidden the usual supplies of fuel. At Winchester, 
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Virginia, for example, many out-buildings were destroy- 
ed, and ornamental trees cut down, to keep the people 
from perishing. One poor wornan broke up her table 
and bread tray to preserve her children. 





Rerrux or specie. We mentioned a few days ago, 
that specie had become an article of export from China— 
since when we have met with the following ina New 
York paper— 

Shipment of specie at Canton—The statement of the 
amount of specie exported from Canton, (the time not 
given) is from the Canton Register, which mentions, that 
most of the dollars were of the stamped kind, which cir- 
culate in the interior. 

To England,. -.....sececceceseeese + $1,659,383 
Calcutta,.....ccccccescccecccee ce 02,013,023 
Bombay,.....cccesccscccsccves eed 243,458 
Other places......eseeeceeeceeees 143,041 

Total. .....eeeeeeee + $6,064, 805 

Another event more extraordinary bas happened—bills 
drawn by the bank of the United States on London, are 
now carried to Canton, and there sold at an advanee, for 
remittance to London, bemg more convenient, more 
safe, and better than dollars! 


Matt nospsper. For some weeks past, many letters 
had been plundered between Wilmington (Del.) and 
Baltimore. A trap was laid to eatch the thief, and a 
person named Cunningham, (. newly-muade postmaster 
at Abbington, Maryland), has been arrested and commit- 
ted, as a robber of the mail. 





Kentucky. There were 15 ballots by the legislature of 
this state to elect a senator of the United States. Mr, 
Crittenden bad 68 throughout, one bailot excepted. On 
the first ballot, Mr. Rowan had 20, on the 7th, 49 his 
highest vote; on the Ist ballot, col. R. M. Johnson had 
48, andon the 4th and Sth, 64, his highest vote; on the first 
ballot, Mr. Wickliffe had one vote, on the Sth, 50, his 
highest vote; on the 15th and last ballot, Mr. Crittenden 
had 68 and Mr. Breathit, (a new candidate), 65 votes 
Sixty-nine votes would have elected Mr. Crittenden, 
This gentlemen, (the speaker of the house of representa- 
tives), did not vote on any occasion. It appears that the 
election will be postponed until the next session. There 
is much feeling, and on both sides, on this subject, with 
severe impeachments of the motivesof persons. James 
Davidson has been elected treasurer of Kentucky, Henry 
Wingate and Peter Dudley, presidents of the banks. J. 
H. Holman public printer, by a majority of 8 votes. All 
these are friends of Mr. Clay, and shew that some of the 
members stood committed, asto the election of a senator 


of the United States. 





LovisiaNa. Josiah S. Johnston has been re-elected a 
senator of the United States, from this state, for six 
years trom the third of March next.—For Mr. Joln- 
ston 29, gen. Dawson 22, scattcring 2. 





Nominations. The National Republican, of Rhode 
Island have nominated Join Brown Francis asa candidate, 
for the office of governor, in opposition to gov. Fenner. 
The Jackson party have nominated gov. Fenner for re- 
election. 

The anti-masons in Connecticut have nominated as 
their candidate, Timothy Pitkin, well known as a repre- 
sentative in congress formerly, and asthe author of a 
valuable work on statistics, and more recently of the 
history of the United States. The election takes place 
in April. Gov. Tomlinson has been elected to the Unit- 
ed States senate. [We learn that Mr. Pitkin has de- 
clined the nomination. } 

The Jackson convention in New Hampshire have nomi- 
nated gen. Samuel Dinsmoor, to succeed gov. Harvey, 
who has been recently appointed U. S. district judge, 
Mr. Woodbury, of the senate, was put in nomination: 
on the first ballot Mr. Dinsmoor received 71 votes, Mr. 
Woodbury 42, and there were 61 seattering; on the se- 
cond ballot, Mr. Dinsmoor received 130, Mr. Woodbury 
26, the rest scattering. 








—= 
TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS—2d SESSION, 
SENATE. 

January 21. Various memorials and petitions of a 
private nature, as well as some relative to the Indians 
were presented. 

The resolution of Mr. Benton relative to the British 
establishments in the valley of the Columbia, and the for 
trade of American citizens in that quarter, was adopted. 

Mr. Johnston presented a memorial from sundry 


citizens of Louisiana, praying for the establishment of a 
land office at New Orleans. 


Mr. Robinson submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the con mittee on public lands be instructed to 

inquire into the expedieney of the United States giving their as- 

sent to the state of Illinois, to sell such part as that state may 


deem proper of the lands reserved for saline purposes at the 
Vermillion salt springs in said state. 


The bill making an appropriation of fifty thousand 
dollars for the improvement of the navigation of Back 
creek was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. }Foodbury, 
laid on the table for the present. 

The bill for the payment of the witnesses and other 
expenses attending the trial of judge Peck was read a 
second time and passed to a third reading. The bill ap- 
propriates $12,000 for these purposes. 

On motion of Mr. Foot, the senate again resolved it- 
self into a high court of impeachment. 

Mr. Meredith continued his argument for the respon- 
dent until half past three o’clock. 

The court then adjourned until to-morrow, 

January 22. Mr. Smith, of Maryland, presented the 
memorial of the city of Baltimore, praying the establish- 
ment of a light house at the entrance of that harbor. 

Mr. Ellis presented the memorial of the Mississippi 
legislature praying the appointment of an engineer to 
make certain surveys in that state. 

Mr. Benton reported a bill making an appropriation 
to treat with, and providing for the removal of the 
Kickapoo tribe of Indians. 

The bill from the bouse of representatives relative to 
the mileage of members of congress was ordered to @ 
second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Foot, the senate again resolved it- 
self into a high court of impeachment. 

Mr. Meredith concluded his argument at 20 mimutes 
past one o’clock. 

Mr. Wirt then rose to address the court for the re- 
spondent, and after the delivery of his exordium, was 
proceeding to consider the merits of the case; when, at 
the suggestion of Mr. Webster, the court adjourned untit 
Monday. 

January 24. Mr. Burnet presented the petition of 
the inhabitants of Brown county, Ohio, praying an alte- 
ration in the post office law, so as to prohibit the open- 
ing of the mail on the sabbath—it was referred, 

Many petitions and memorials were presented, and 
several bills of a private nature reported and read and 
referred, 

The bill from the other house to establish a uniform 
rule for computing the mileage of members of congress, 
was twice read and referred to the committee on the 
post office and post roads. 

Mr. Jredel! reported the bill for the purchase of an 
additional quantity of lands for the fortifications at fort 
Washington. 

The bill to provide for the legal adjudication of land 
claims in Louisiana, was read a third time and passed. 

Sundry private bills were severally ordered to be en- 
grossed tor a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Foot, the senate again resolved 
itself into a high court of impeachment. 

In consequence of what had fallen from Mr. Wirt on 
Saturday, Mr. MW‘ Duffie this morning felt himself called 
upon to say, in substance, that the publication of bis re- 
marks, in opening the case against judge Peek, had been 
made without his authority; that the report of these 
remarks must have appeared evidently imperfect, though 
probably as perfect as, under the circumstanees, it could 
have been; and that, if he had been consulted, he should 
have advised against the publication. 

Mr. Wiri acceded to the correctness of these sugges- 
tions, and appeared to do so the more readily from the 
fact that he had seen his own remarks, made on Saturday, 
published this morning, without his having been consult- 
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ed on the subject. He added, that he was sure that no- 
thing had been said by the honorable manager in his 
opening speech, of the trath of which he had not been 
entirely satisfied, A , 

Mr. Wirt then resumed the floor in continuation of 
the speech which he commenced on Saturday, in favor of 
the respondent. 

At a quarter past three o’clock, the court and senate 
adjourned until to-merrow. ; 

January 25. The vice-president communicated a let- 
ter from the the secretary of the treasury, and one from 
the commissioner of the general land office. 

Several memorials and petitions of a private nature 
were presented, as also, several on the subject of Sun- 
day mails. 

Mr. Wcbster presented the petition of Thomas Den- 
ny, praying that grain and other articles may be author- 
ised to be brought into this country from Canada, for the 
purpose of manufacture, free of duty. 

Mr. Hendricks presented from the legislature of In- 
diana— 

1. Aresolution in favor of the establishment of a land 
office in the northern part of that state. 

2. A resolution in favor of an appropriation of a por- 
tion of the public lands to aid the state im the improve- 
ment of the road from Madison to Indianopolis. 

$. A memorial, praying that one section of public 
land may be granted to each county of that state, for the 
support of asylums for the reception of paupers. 

4. A resolution in favor of extending further relief to 
purchasers of public lands: and, 

5. A resolution in favour of an immediate extinguish- 
ment of Indian utles to lands within that state. 

The preceding resolutions and memorials were refer- 
ced to the committee on the public lands. 

Mr. Wodle presented the memorial of the legislature 
of indiana, praying for an appropriation to be applied to 
grading, bridging, and continuing the Cumberland road. 
it was referred to the committee on roads and canals. 

A messoge was received from the president containing 
the information required in relation to the British estab- 
fishments in the vailey of the Columbia, and the state of 
the fur wade carried on by the citizens of the United 
States and the Hudson Bay company. 

Mr. Z'yler, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the completion and support of the District penitentiary, 

Me, Me Kini-y reported the bill, without amendment, 
amendatory of the act for taking the census, 

Several private bills were also reported, 

The billand amendment for ascertaining and marking 
the boundary line between Alabama and Florida, and for 
other purposes; the bill to amend the act granting certain 
relinquished aud unappropriated lands to Alabama for 
improving the navigauon of the Vennessee and other 
rivers, were severally ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time, 

On motion of Mr. Feot, the senate again resolved 
itself into a high court of impeachment. 

Mr. Hire occupied four hours in concluding his 
speech lor the respondent. Wit, sarcasm, searching 
argument, and impressive eloquence, poured forth in 
rivulets and streams, rivetted the attention and elicited 
the admiration of a crowded senate room and crowded 
galleries, during that long space of time. Whatever 
might be the fate of the respondent, said the graccful 
orator, im subdued and almost exhausted tones; whether 
convicted or acquitted, Ae should always be proud to 
take him by the hand as that noblest of God’s works, 
AN HONEST MAN, and to call him HIS FRIEND, 

Mr. Storrs will take the floor to-morrow, 

The evurt and senate then adjourned. 

January 26. The vice president communicated a let- 
ter from the secretary of war with a statemcnt of the 
contracts made by ine department for 1830. 

Several memorials were disposed of. 

Mr. Aing presented the memorial of the legislature of 
Alabama, praying for an extension of the right of pre- 
emption to setlers on the public lands; for further relief 
to the purchasers of public lands; and for a graduation 
ot their prices. It was referred to the committee on the 
public lands. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, fifteen hundred extra co- 
pies of the message of the president, concerning the fur 
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trade in the valley of the Columbia, and certain other 
documents connected with the subject, were ordered to 
be printed. © 

The bill for ascertaining and marking the boundary 
line between Alabama and Florida, and the northern 
boundary line of Illinois; the bill to amend the aet for 
improving the navigation of the Tennessee and other 
rivers; and the bill for the relief of William Scott, were 
severally read a third time and passed, 

Mr. Hendricks presented the following resolutions: 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on the public lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expendiency of authorising the legislature of 


the state of Indiana to sell the lan@s reserved for saline purposes 
in that state. 


Resolved, That the committee on commerce be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of authorising a sarvey of the mouth 
of rail creck, at the southern bend of lake Michigan. 

Resolved, Vat the committee on post office and post roads be 
instrueted to inquire into the expediency of establishing a post 
route from Indianopolis, by way of the seat of justice of Boon 
county and ‘Thorntown, to Lafayette: also, from Madison, by Paris, 
to Brownstown, in the state of Indiana. 


‘The resolution of Mr. Livingston, the object of which 
was to open the right, in the members of the senate, to 
debate the articles of impeachment against judge Peck, 
was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Wedster, again laid 
on the table. 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Tilton was taken up, 
and supported by Mr. Chase, and opposed by Mr. Hayne, 
Mr. Brown, and Mr. Woble. Mr. Foot vindieated the 
committee on pensions from imputations which he sup- 
posed to have been cast upon it. 

The bill was then laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Foot, the senate again resolved it- 
self into a court of impeachment. 

Mr. Storrs rose and addvessed the court in support of 
the impeachment, for upwards of threehours, He maine 
tained the position, that no free citizen could be punished 
by the summary process of attachment for a libel or con- 
tempt against any court in a cause not pending in that 
court; that such a power had never been exercised, even 
by the courts of England; that the charge —S judge 
Peck was not so much for suspending Mr. Lawless, as 
an attorney, from practice in his court, but for imprison- 
ing him, and depriving him of his liberty as a citizen, 
without indictment abd trial by jury; that libels or con- 
termpts, for causes not pending in court, were misdemea- 
nors, which could only be punished by indictment and 
trial, and that the conduct of judge Peck tended to break 
down all the securities and guards which the law had 
raised for the protection of the liberties of the American 
people. ‘The speech was distinguished by remarkable 
legal acumen and research, It is to be concluded to- 
morrow; till which time the court and senate adjourned, 

January 27. The vice president communicated a Iet- 
ter and memorial from workers in iron in the city and 
county of Philadelphia, praying for a reduction of duty 
on iron. 

Mr. Hayne moved that the letter and memorial be 
printed, 

Me. .VMarks moved thatthey be referred to the commite 
tee on manulactures. On the division of the senate on 
the latter motion, there were 15 for and 15 against it, 
the vice president gave the casting vote against the mo- 
tiou, when the memorial and letter were. referred to a 
sclect committee consisting of Messrs. Mayne, Dicker- 
son, Bell, King and Tyler, 

Mr. Clayton moved a resolution investing the com- 
mittee charged with the investigation of the post office 
department, with power to send for persons and papers, 
The bills to authorise the building of three schooners and 
for tle encouragement of the cultivation of the grape 
and the olive, were severally read and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. ‘ 

Ou motion of Mr. Foot, the senate resolved itself into 
a court of impeachmest—when Mr. Storrs concluded 
his argument, Afterbe had finished the court and senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Jan. 21. ‘The resolution yesterday submitted 
by Mr. Leiper was adopted. 

Mr. Druyton laid on the table the following: 

Resolved, Viat the secretary of war be directed to report to this 


house the number and rank of field and company officers now up- 
on duty, with their regiments or companies, OF exereising appoint- 
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ments in the staff, or any other appointments, which detach them 
from their regiments or companies; and also the number of offi- 
cers who are upon furlough, distinguishing their grades, and the 
length of times for which their furloughs have been respectively 


ted. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the call for resolutions 
for this day was suspended, with the view of acting upon 
bills from the senate. 

The speaker lait before the house a letter from the 
secretary of the treasury, transmitting a digested manu- 
al, containing the best practical information on the culti- 
vation of segar cane, and the fabrication and refinement 
of sugar, including the most modern improvements; pre- 
pared in obedience to an order of the house; which was 
Jaid on the table. 

The speaker also laid before the house a report from 


the secretary of war, upon the subject of a reduction of 


the number of officers in the army of the United States; 
which was referred. 

The bill “to establish.an uniform mode of computing 
the mileage of members of congress and delegates from 
territories,” was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Williams submitted to the house the following, 
which he was desirous to have printed; and which, he 
said, he should offer as an amendment to the bill, ‘‘sup- 
plementary to the act for the relief of certain surviving 
officers and soldiers of the revolution.” 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That each officer, 
non-commissioned officer, musician, and private soldier, 
of the militia, who served in the revolutionary war, for 
and during the term of — months, shall receive a pension 
at the rate fixed by the act of March the 18th, 1818, di- 
recting the allowance of pensions to officers and soldiers 
of the continental establishment. 

The following joint resolution was read the third time: 

** Resolved, &c. ‘That the rales of each house shall be so amend- 
ed as to make it the imperative duty of the secretary of the senate 
and sergeant-at-arms of the house of representatives to ascertain, 
at the end of every session of congress, from each senator, mem- 
ber or delegate from a territory, the number of days which he may 
have been absent from, and not i attendance upon, the business 
of the house; and, in settling the aecounts of senators, members, 
and delegates, there shali be deducted from the account or amount 
of pay for each session at the rate of eight dollars per day for 
every day any member of either house, or delegate, shall have been 
absent, except by order, on business of the house to which be be- 
longs, or in consequence of sickness.” 

‘be guestion being upon its passage—a brief debate 
took place between Messrs. T’hompson, of Georgia, Hall, 
Gorham, Sutherland, Tucker and Drayton, upon the 
form of the resolution, and its effect upon the rules, &e. 
Pending the remarks of the latter gentleman, a message 
was received from the senate, informing the house that 
that body was now sitting as a court of impeachment, 


ke. 


Saturday January 22, On motion of Mr. Sill, the 
committee of commerce were directed to inquire into 
the expediency of making an appropriation for erecting 
a beacon light on the north pier at the entrance of the 
harbor at Presque Isle, and for making an appropriation 
for the mouth of Elk creek, and the harbor ot Free- 

ort. 
. Or motion of Mr. Doddridge, the committee on inter- 
nal improvement were instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of moter an appropriation tor improving the 
mail stage road ‘from Union tavern in Pennsylvania, 
through Rieceuinswe and Clarksburg to the Ohio river, 
in Wood county, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Hodges \aid the following resolution on the 
table. 

Resolved, That the secretary of state be requested to inform 
this house what measures have been taken by the executive in 
relation to the capture, on the fourth of July, 1829, of the ship 
Galatea, late of the port of New Bedford, by a Portuguese naval 
squadron, then blockading the portof Terceira; and also in rela- 
tion to the imprisonment and robbery of the crew of said ship; 
and to the capture of other American vessels under the same 
order of blockade. 

Resolved, That the secretary be requested to lay before this 
house any correspondence that may have been had touching this 
matter, within the knowledge or possession of the secretary. 

The house resumed the consideration of the joint re- 
solution relative to the pay of members of congress. 
Mr. Halt moved to re-ecommit it, with instructions. Af- 
ter debate, 

Mr. Carson, as he said, in order to put the question 
to rest, and to put a stop to debate, moved to lay the re- 
svlution on the table. 











On this motion Mr. Chilton required the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered accordingly by the house. 
Being taken, they stood—yeas 50, nays 135. 

So the house refused to lay the subject on the table. 

After which the house resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, and proceeded to the senate to attend the 
trial of judge Peck. 

Monday, January 24, Several petitions and memo- 
rials were presented, 

Mr. Letcher gave notice that he would, on Monday 
next, move the house to take up the bill for the preser- 
vation and repair of the Cumberland road, 

Mr. Davis, of S. C. from the eommittee on the ju- 
diciary, submitted a report from the majority of that 
committee, on the question of repealing the 25th see- 
tion of the judiciary act of 1789, accompanied by a bill 
to repeal the 25th section of the judiciary act of 4th Sep- 
tember, 1789. 

Mr. Buchanan, from the same committee, was desir- 
ous to present the report of the minority of the commit- 
tee; but the speaker stated that the question must first 
be put on the reading of the bill, 

The bill was then read a first time, and a motion made 
for its second reading: when 

Mr. Buchanan again moved for leave to present the 
report of the minority of the committee; but the cheir 
stated that, as the house couk! not entertain two motions 
at atime, that made by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania was not now in order. Ele could have an oppor- 
tunity hereafter to present the report. 

Mr. Doddridge moved the rejection of the bill, and on 
his motion demanded the yeas and nays, ’ 

The speaker stated that the question would be on now 
giving the bill its second reading; and, if the house re- 
fused to order it to be read a second time, it would 
amount to arejection of it. 

On the motion to read a second time, Mr. Doddridze 
demanded the yeas and nays, pending which demand— 

A message was received from the senate, informing 
that that body was now sitting as a high court of im- 
peachment, and the house in committee, attended as 
usual, 

Tuesday, Jan, 25. Various memorials and petitions 
were presented, 

Mr. Hubbard presented a representation of the New 
Hampshire Historical Society, requesting that applica- 
tion be made to the government of Great Britain, tor 
permission to examine and transcribe documents and 
papers connected with the early history of this country. 

Mr. ‘Test presented a resolution, adopted by the ge- 
neral assembly of Indiana, requesting congress to adont 
measures for the total extinguishment of the Indian title 
to lands within the limits of that state, as soon as possi- 
ble; which was referred. 

After reading the journal of yesterday. 

Mr. Pettis said there were several bills from the se- 
nate now on the table, and they had Jain there several 
days. In order now to act upon them, he would move 
so far to dispense with the rule as to dispose of those 
bills before calling for reports from committees. 

The motion prevailed: when bills from the senate of 
the following titles: 

‘‘Making provision for the compensation of witnesses 
and payment of other expenses. attending the trial of 
judge Peck,” and several other private bills, as also the 
bill 

**To provide for the legal adiusieation and settlement 
of the claims to lands therein mentioned;” were reverally 
twice read and referred. 

[On the latter of these bills, which has been before 
congress for several years, and which provides for a-set- 
tlement of the claims of the representatives of the mar- 
quis of Maison Rouge and the beron de Bastrop to about 
a million of acres ot land in Louisiana, a debate of some 
length took place as to the preper reference of the bill; 
in which Messrs. Pettis, Crawford, Wickliffe, Drayton 
and Buchanan, participated. It was finally agreed to re- 
fer the bill to the committee on the judiciary, 

The speaker laid before the house, messages and do- 
cuments from the president relative to the marine corps 
and the penitentiary of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Wayne, trom the committee on the library, re- 
porteda jomt resolution “directing a subscription for the 
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stereotype edition of the Jaws of the United States, pro- 
posed to be published by Duff Green;” which was twice 
read and committed. er 

The bifl yesterday reported from the committee on 
the judiciary to repeal the following section (25th) of the 
judiciary act of 1799 was taken up— 

Sxc. 25.) And be it further enacted, That a final 
judgment or decree in any suit, in the highest court of 
law or equity of a state in which a decision in the suit 
could be had, where is drawn in question the validity of 
a treaty or statute of, or an authority exercised ander, 
the United States, and the decision is against their va- 
lidity; or where is drawn in question the validity of a 
statute of, or an authority exercised under, any state, on 
the ground of their being repugnant to the constitution, 
tceaties, or laws of the United States, and the decision 
is in favor of such their validity; or where is drawn 
in question the construction of any clause of the con- 
stitution, or of a treaty or statute of, or commission held 
under the United States, and the decision is against the 
citle, right, privilege or exemption, specially set up or 
claimed by either party under such clause of the said 
constitution, treaty, statute or commission, may be re- 
examined or revised or affirmed in the supreme court 
of the United States, upon a writ of error, the citation 
being signed by the chief justice, or judge, or chancellor, 
of the court, rendering or passing the judgment or de- 
<ree complained of, or by a justice of the supreme court 
of the United States, in the same manner and under the 





same regulations, and the writ shall have the same effect, 


tucky took part. Before any decision had been had, the 
hour for morning business expired. 

By leave of the house Mr. Buchanan then presented 
the report of the minority of the judiciary committee 
against the measure proposed, and that, together with 
the report of the majority of the cominittee, were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Speight laid on the table the following: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war inform this house whether 
or not it is expedient to erect fortifications at or near Ocracock 
inlet, with a view tothe more permanent security of that section 
of North Carolina, in case of invasion. 

The hour of 12 was here announced by the chair, and 


the house, in committee of the whole, Mr. Martin at its 
head, proceeded to attend the high court of impeach- 
ment. Having returned, the committee reported pro- 
gress, and 

The house adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow, 

Wednesday, January 26. The speaker laid before 
the house a communication from the secretary of war, 
enclosing a list of contracts made by the officers of the 
war department in the year 1830—also a letter from 
the secretary of state, transmitting a plan of the city of 
Detroit, within the territory of Michigan—which were 
laid on the table. 

Also a memorial from citizens of the city and county 
of Philadelphia, mechanics, employed in various branches 
of the manufacture of iron, viz: steam engine ma- 
kers, anchor and chain smiths, ship smiths, ma- 
chinists, founders, hard-ware manufacturers, edge tool 
makers, lock smiths, coach and wagon smiths, farri- 





as if the judgment or decree complained of had been 
rendered or passed in the circuit court, and the proceed- 
ing upon the revisal shall also be the same, except that 
the supreme court, instead of remanding the cause for a 
final decision, as before provided, may, at their discre- 
tion, if the cause shall have been once remanded before, 
proceed toa final decision of the same and award exe- 
eution. But no othererror shall be assigned or regarded 
as the ground of revisal, en any such case as aforesaid, 
than such as appears on the face of the record, and im- 
mediately respects the before mentioned questions of 
validity or construction of the said constitution, treaties, 
statutes, commissions, or authorities in dispute.” 


The question being on ordering the bill to a second 
reading, 

Mr. Davis, of South Carolina, hoped the bill would 
be allowed now to be read the second time, and that it 
would be made the order of the day for ‘Tuesday next, 
which motion he made, 

The speaker said the bill could not take that course, 
anless the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Doddridge) 
would consent to withdraw his opposition. 

Mr. Doddridge would not consent. 


Mr. Buchanan addressed the house. He said the 
measure proposed was one of great importance, and he 
wished to give an opportunity for members of the bouse 
to express their opinions on it freely and fully, and that 
their remarks might be sent to the people. He was 
opposed to hasty legislation on unportant matters; but 
if the gentleman from Virginia would withdraw his op- 
position to the second reading, he would move to post- 
pone the consideration of the bil to Tuesday next. 
Such a motion, he presumed, would not be in order now. 

The speaker—No. The chair will read the rule of 
the house, for the information of gentlemen. 

{The speaker here read the rule, as follows.] 

**The first reading of a bill shall be for information; 
and, if opposition be made to it, the question shall be, 
“shall this bill be rejected??? If no opposition be made, 
or if the question to reject be negatived, the bill shall 
go to its second reading without a question.” 

Mr. Doddridge now consented to withdraw his op- 
position. 


Mr. Bales inquired whether, if the consideration of 
the bill was postponed to Tuesday next, it could then 
be considered in committee of the whole. 

The speaker said, that, after the bill had been read a 
second time, it could go to a committee of the whole, or 
be otherwise disposed of, as the house might direet. 

A desultory debate here occurred, in which Messrs. 
Martin, Buchanan, Storrs, Doddridge, Ramsay, Dan- 


ers and black smiths, praying that such a modifica- 
tion of the existing tariff of duties on iron, as therein set 
forth, may be adopted; which memorial was referred to 
the committee on manufactures. 

Mr. Doddridge, from the committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported a_ bill ‘‘for the more speedy ad- 
ministration of justice within the District of Columbia; 
and for other purposes,” which was twice read and come 
mitted. 

Mr. Thompson, of Georgia, from the committee on 
the militia, reported a bill “for the better organization 
of the militia of the District of Co!umbia;” which was 
twice read, 

Mr. Speight of N. C. adverted to the reference of the 
memorial trom citizens of Philadelphia city and county, 
asking a reduction of duty on iron, and moved that the 
vote be reconsidered with a view of referring it to the 
committee of ways and means. He said that the com- 
mittee on manufactures had already prejudged the ease. 

This brought on a desultory discussion. Mr. Ram- 
sey, Mr. Mailary, Mr. Miller, ot Pa. opposed the mo- 
tion. Mr. McDuffie, chairman of the committee of 
ways and means said that with respect to prejudging, 
the twe committees stood precisely alike. e asked 
whether the committee on manufactures would give the 
subject a fair investigation. Mr. Maliary, chairman of 
the committee on manutactures, answered affirmative- 
ly—when Mr. Cambreleng, of New York, said, after 
the declaration made by the gentleman at the head of 
the committee on manufactures, that the subject would 
be fully imvestigated before that committee, he hoped 
the gentieman trom North Carolina would withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr, Huntington, of Connecticut, said that this was 
not the time to determine whether the complaint of the 
memorialists be or be not well founded. But it would 
be recollected that at the commencement of the session 
this whole subject had been relerred to the standing com- 
mittee on manufactures, from whom the effect of the 
proposed reference to another committee would be to 
take itaway. ‘Uhis, he thought, was not an usual, if a 
decorous procedure, The subject would, he had no 
doubt, receive, before the standing committee, a full and 
fair investigation, j 

Mr. J. S. Barbour, of Virginia, (one of the mem- 
bers of the committee of manufactures) took this occa- 
sion to say that, as was known to the house, a report 
had been made from that committee, and a counter-re- 
port had been presented by the minority. With the 
greatest respect for the gentlemen composing these two 
divisions of the committee, he begged leave here to say 
that he dissented both from the majority andthe mié- 











iel, Archer, Wickliffe, Elleworth and Johnson of Kene- 


nority. 
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Mr. Speight then rose, and in consequence of what 
had fallen from the members of the committee of manu- 
factures, withdrew his motion for re-consideration. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution “‘relative to the pay of members of con- 
gress;”’ together with the instructions proposed to be 
sent to the committee on publie expenditures, when 
that resolution was last under consideration. 

‘Mr. Sutherland said atew words in explanation of 
what had fallen from him on’a preceding day; when 

Mr. Hall proposed a modification of the instructions 
by adding to them a proviso: that the bill, as proposed, 
should not have a retro-active operation. 

Mr. Hoffman was opposed to’ the recommitment of 
the resolution, and called for the yeas and nays on the 
question. 

Here the hour for morning business expired.] 

r. Buchanan Jaid on the table certain amendments 
which he should propose to the bill “for the preserva- 
tion and repair of the Cumberland road,” when that 
bill should come up for consideration, and asked to 
have them printed, ‘The motion prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Spencer, of New York, 3,000 ad- 
ditional copies of the report cf the secretary of the 
treasury on the subject of the cultivation of sugar eane, 
and the manufacture of brown sugar, recently trans- 
mitted to congress, were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Boon \aid on the table the following: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be direeted to lay before this 
house any information in his possession relating to a survey of the 
Ww. h river, and the probable cost of removing tie obstructions 
to the navigation of the same, below the termination of the con- 
Ee lated canal, to connect, at navigable points, the waters of 

abash river with those of Jake Erie. 

Mr. Wickliffe \aid on the table certain amendments 
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tation incompatible with the terms of my proposition, 
and the aet of parliament ofthe 5th July, 1825, the Bri- 
tish government have accompanied their consent with 
an explanation of the construction which,-in their opi- 
nion, the law ought to receive, and to which their pro- 
ceedings will be conformed. ‘This is preeautionary, how- 
ever, and intended to guard against misapprehension im 
future. The proclamation of the president, which is au- 
thorized upon evidence satisfactory to himself, will be 
immediately toltowed upon the part of Great Britain, 
by the revocation of the order in council of July, 1827, 
the abolition of the discriminating duties on American 
vessels in British colonial ports, and by extending to the 
vessels of the United States the advantages of the act of 
parliament of the Sth July, 1825. 


If it had been admitted that the late act of congress va- 
ried intentionally from the terms of our proposition, and 
the British act of the 5th July, 1825, and demanded ad- 
vantages not contemplated by the hatter, it would have 
been considered as reviving pretentions already given up, 
and must have had the effect of entirely defeating any 
hope of recovering the colonial trade. Recurring to your 
letter of the 18th June last, communicating the presi- 
dent’s message to congress, and a copy of the law, I did 
not doubt that the act was, in fact, intended to authorise 
the president to give effect, in the reeess of congress, to 
the known and uniform object of the negotation, and to 
uccept a renewal of the trade upon the terms of the pro- 
position which I had been authorised to make. I felt it 


i'my duty, therefore, to concur in the suggestion, that the 


supposed deviations in the law from the aet of the 5th 
July, 1825, were apparent merely, and neither intentional, 
nor for the purpose of advancing any new claim upon the 


, . f | part of our government. 
whieh he should propose to the bill, “making an appro} i 5 


priation for the improvement of the Ohio river,” when 
that bill should come up for consideration, and asked to 


have them printed; the printing was ordered by the 
house. 


The house then, on motion of Mr. Luynes, resolved 
itaclf into a commitice of the whole, Mr. Martin in the 
ehair, and proceeded to attend the trial before the high 
court of impeachment. Having returned, the commit- 
tee reported progress, and 

The house adjourned till 11 o’clock to-morrow. 

Thursday, Jan. 27. Mr. Cambreling reported the 
bill from the senate to authorise the transportation of 
merchandise, by land or water, with the privilege of 
debenture—it was ordered to be read a third to-morrow. 

Mr, Leicher reported a bill to authorise a subscrip- 
tion of stock to the Mcnongahela bridge company— 
twice read and committed. 

The house resumed the consideration of the joint reso- 
Jution, relative to the pay of members of congresss— 
which passed by a vote of 159 to 21. 


The bill relative to the lands between Ludlow and | 


Roberts’ linea, was considered in committee of the whole, 
Mr. Howard in the chair. A debate ensued upon an 
amendment; but before it had concluded, the house re- 
solved itself into committee of the whole, and proceed- 
ed to the senate to attend the trial of judge Peck. Hav- 
ing returned, the house resumed the above bill, and, 
without continuing the debate, the committee rose and 
reported progress and had leave to sit again. After re- 


éeiving several motions, the house adjourned until 11 
o’clock to-morrow. 





BRITISH WEST INDIA TRADE. 
Papers accompanying the message of the president of 
the 3d January, 1831. 
[CONCLUDED. } 
Mr. McLane to Mr. Van Buren. 
London, August 20, 1839. 
Srr: 1 have the satisfaction to forward herewith a 
letter fromm the earl of Aberdeen, dated the 17th instant, 
by which it will be perceived that my negotiation for the 
svionial trade is successfully closed; and that this govern- 
ment consents to resiore to us the direct intercourse 
with her American colonies, upon the terms of the pro- 
position submitted by me on the 12th of Deeember last. 
It will be perceived, also, that, from an apprehension 




















My instructions authorised me to propose that the 
United States should now comply with the conditions of 
the aet of Sth July, 1825, by repealing our restrictive 
laws, ‘*if sucha meusure would lead to the revocation of 
the order in council of July, 1827, to the abolition or sus- 
pension of all diseriminating duties on American vessels 
in the British colonial ports, and to the enjoyment by us 
of the advantages of the Jast mentioned act of parlia- 
ment.”? 

These instructions were literally pursued in the pro- 
position whieh I subraitted in December Jast, and, toge- 
ther with it, were communicated to congress. But it will 
be apparent to you that, if the law necessarily authorise 
a different construction than that adopted by this govern- 
ment, it will not be a complianee with the conditions of 
the act of parliament, but demand advantages which, by 


that act, are expressly denied, and by this government 
allowed to no other country. 


The navigation act of Great Britain, by which all her 
previous avts upon that subject are repealed, and her 
system permanently established, passed simultaneously 
with the act of the 5th July, 1825, regulating the trade of 
the British possessions abroad; aud by that act the im- 
portation, both into her European and eotewia! ports, is 
restricted to the vessels of the country of which the ar- 
ticles imported shall be the produce. Nor has this re- 
striction been considered inconsistent with our commer- 
cial convention with Great Britain, which we have anxi- 
ously sought to extend to the colonial intereourse. ‘he 
beforementioned act of the 5th July, 1825, regulating the 
trade with the British possessions abroad, refers, in ex- 
press terms, to the act concerning navigation, and limits 
the right of importation :mto the British colonial ports to 
American produce, and to vessels coming d:rectly from 
(he ports of the United States. By acceding to the term# 
of our proposition, therefore, Great Britan extends to 
our vessels all the advantages of the act of 5th July, 1825. 
She morever places the United States, in the intercourse 
with the colonies, on the same footing with all other 
nations; and by assenting to regulations, though by legis- 
lative enactment, in the colonial trade, similar to those 
provided by our commercial convention for the inter- 
course between the United States and the British posses- 
sions in Europe, she now concedes to us, in this respect 
substantially that which we have been ineffectually 
seeking since the year £815, 

I am not aware that the restriction of the right of im- 


that the late act of congress might admit of an interpre- portation into the colonies to articles of American pro- 
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duce, was at any period seriously objected to by our 
government. Nor can_ the difference, in this respect, 
between American and British vessels, if we allow it to 
continue, be an object of much importance in any point 
of view. It will generally be our interest, as it is that 
of every other nation, to allow the exportation of its 
surplus foreign produce in the vessels of any other 
country. It must be observed, also, that this is a privi- 
lege resulting from the general spirit of our Jaws, and 
therefore resting in our discretion. There is nothing in 
the arrangement now proposed to prevent the United 
States from hereafter denying to British vessels this ad- 
vantage, if it prove injurious to their commerce, and 
in placing by that means the vessels of both countries, 
in this respect, upon an equal footing. I ought to ob- 
serve, however, that sound policy would not warrant 
such a measure at any time. 


Independently of these considerations, it is certain 
that both the restrictions now reserved by the construc- 
tion adopted by this government were absolutely con- 
ceded by ours before the present negotiation comimenc- 
ed, and could not have been renewed at present with 
any hope of success. More than has been secured by 
the present labors, the concessions of the last xdminis- 
tration precluded us from demanding. But if this had 
not been so, more could not have been obtained. 


In the letter of Mr. Gallatin to Mr. Clay of the 27th 
October, 1826, the meaning of the British act of parlia- 
ment of 5th July, 1825, which «does not appear to have 
been previously understood by our government, is fully 
and intelligibly explained. ‘To ascertain the precise state 
of the regulations at that period, and the extent of the 
conditions and restrictions prescribed by the famous act 
of July, 1825, Mr. Gallatin reviewed all the British 
Statutes upon this subject, and superadded the following 
observations. 

‘From what precedes, it follows, first, that the re- 
striction which limits the importations in foreign ves- 
sels of goods into the British West Indies and Ameri- 
can c@lonies, to vessels of the country of which the goods 
are the produce, and coming direct from such country, 
having been revived by the navigation act of the 5th July, 
1825, is still in force; secondly, that the restriction 
which limited the exportations in foreign vessels of goods 
exported from the British West Indics and American 
colonies, to a direct exportation to the country to which 
such vessel did belong, is so far repealed as that such 
exportations in such vessels may be :nade lo any country 
whatever, Great Britain and its dependencies excepted.” 

**Althoagh there is no prospect that ans arrangemént 
will shortly take place on that subject, yet it is desirable | 
to be prepared for any contingency, And I wish that| 
the president would take into consideration whether, 
supposing an arrangement, either by convention or by 
mutual modification on both sides of existing laws or 
regulations, to be practicable, it would be proper, so 
far as relates to navigation, /o ugree fo the terms contuin- 
ed in the acts of parliament,” 


“The most important of the restrictions on the direct | 
or circuitous trade, that which limited the exportation | 
from the British West Iidies in American vessels to the 
United States, has been repealed; and there remain but 
two—such exportations candot be made in American 
vessels to Great Britain or her dependencies, a point on 
which we cxnnot insist, and which is already given up 
by the instructions; and the importations into those colo- 
rues of American produce, must, if made in American 
vessels, be direct from the United States. It is necessa- 
ry, on that account, to insist on the right of preventing 
British vessels, other than those coming direct from the 
colonies, from clearing from the United States for those 


colonies? Or, in other words, (for it is clear that with | 
such restriction noarrangement is practicable), is it worth | 


while, on that account, to continue to cut off altogether 
the intercourse between the United States and the Bri- 
tish colonies? On that question.L beg leave to submit 
two observations. First, the right of importing produce 
of the United States into British West Indies from other 
places than the United States, is in itself of no great 
value, It might occasionally be convenient when the 
market of Cuba or of other ports in the Gulf of Mexico 
was glutted with American produce, to have a right to 








mone | 


take it in American vessels to the British Yb India 
ports; but it is but rarely that these will not, from the 
same causes, be also glutted at the same time, and that 
the expense of a double voyage and freight could be in- 
curred. Secondly, whilst contending for a nominal re- 
ciprocity, we must acknowledge that the other part 
must consider how far this reciprocity will be real. FA 
is now ascertained that four-fifths ct the tonnage em- 
ployed in our intercourse with Great Britain herself are 
American, and only one fifth British. Considering the 
species of population, the climate, and commercial capi- 
tal of the West Inilies, and the distance of Great : Bri- 
tain, it is utterly impossible that the direct intercourse 
between the United States and the British West Indies 
should not, with equal duties and charges, be Carried on 
ina still greater proportion in vessels of the United 
States. The only compensation, in that respeet, to Great 
Britain, is to be found in the circuitous voyages which 
British vessels may muke from that country through the 
United States and her West India colonies; and I feel 
quite confident—I think any man acquainted with the 
subject will be of the same opinion—that even grantin 

them that privilege, will leave more than three-fourths 
of the intercourse to our vessels!!” * * * * * 

‘It will not escape you that the intercourse by sea 
between the United States and the British West Indies 
and North American colonies, has already been consi- 
dered as necessarily connected together by the British 
government, and that this connexion has been kept up 
in the acts of parliament, in the articles proposed to Mr. 
Rush, and indecd in all former proposals.on their part.” 

In consequence, as it may be supposed, of this expla- 
nation and advice from Mr, Galiatin, our government 
thenceforward abandoned whatever pretensions they 
may have previously set up beyond the acts of parlia- 
ment. Ina letter from Mr. Clay, dated the 1lith April, 
1827, containing further instructionsto Mr. Gallatin, he 
was informed “that the president is willing to reeom- 
mend to congress, at its next session, first, to suspend 
the alien duties on British vessels and cargoes, and allow 
their entry into our ports with the same kind of British 
or British colonial produce as may be imported in 
American vessels, the vessels of both countries paying 
the same charges; and, seconily, to abolish the restric- 
tion in the act of 1823 to the direct intercourse between 
the United States and the British colonies, leaving Great 
Britain in the exclusive possession of the circuitous trade 
between Great Britain proper, through her colonies, 
and the United States. Mr. Gallatin will inquire whether 
the passage of an act of congress to that effect, would 
lead to the revocation of the British order im council of 
July, 1827, to the abolition of the discriminating duties 
on American vessels in the British colonial ports, and to 
the enjoyment by our yessels of the advantages offered 
by the act of the 5th July, 1825.” — 

These propositions were communicated by Mr, Gal- 
latin to the British government, in a note to lord Dud. 
ley, of the 17th August, 1827; in which he remarks 
that **this mode would repeal all former acts of the 
American government which had been objected to by 
Great Britain, fulfil the condition. in the act of par- 
liament as now understood, anid remove every obsta- 
cle in the way to an arrangement; but that it would 
be useless for the president to make such recommen- 
dation without first ascertaining the intentions of the 
British government;” and he therefore enquired ‘‘whe- 
ther, upon the passage of such an act as the presi- 
deut proposes to recommend, the British government 
would allow to American vessels the privileges of 
trade and intercourse according to the act of the 5th 
July, 1825? With these communications, it will be 
seen that my instructions, and the overture by me 
submitted on the 12th December last, and now assented 
to by Great Britain, are entirely coincident. ; 

1 have been thus minute that the precise and uniform 
object of our negotiation with this government should 
not be mistaken; and that the president, clearly and ex- 
plicitly understanding these, may feel no hesitation, 
when executing the law, to interpret each particular 
clause in conformity with the obvious scope and design 
of the agt. . . 

Less difficulty, if possible, than on these points, ean 
exist in regard to the entry of British vessels and their 
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oer in the ports of the United States, from the is- 
lands, provinces, or colonies, designated in the second 
section of the act. According to Mr. Gallatin’s de- 
spatch, ‘the intercourse by sea between the United 

tates and the British West Indies and North American 
colonies, has already been considered as necessarily 
connected together by the British government, and that 
this connexion has been kept up in all the acts of par- 
liament.” It will not, therefore, be now separated. 
The general terms employed in this section are snffi- 
ciently comprehensive to embrace any description of 
entry; and in his instructions to the several collectors, 
the president may properly direct an entry similar to 
that specified in the first section of the bill, and in the 
spirit of our proposition. 

Sueb, 1 presume, was the purpose of the law. I have, 
however, suggested to this government, in answer to 
the difficulty felt upon this point, the possibility that 
these genera] terms may have proceeded from an appre- 
hension of the existing discriminating duty of one dollar 
per ton on Amerizan vessels in these northern colonial 
ports. Should such be the case, it will not escape you 
that this duty is prescribed by the order of the king in 
council in 1823, in retaliation of our law of that year; 
and that, by the terms of my proposition, it will be now 
abolished. 

If the remaining words of apparent difficulty consti- 
tute a provision inconsistent with our preposition and the 
act of Sth July, 1825, Ll am obliged to confess myself in- 
capable of comprehending either their object or mean- 
ing. Irefer, of course, to the following clause: “Jeav- 
ing the commercial intercourse of the United States with 
all other parts of the British dominions or possessions on 
a footing not less favorable to the United States than it 
now is.”” 

Such a provision, or any thing resembling it, is now 
introduced for the first time into our legislation upon 
this subject. With all other parts of the British domi- 
nions, our commercial intercourse is regulaicd either by 
the convention with Great Britain, or, with the exception 
of the ports in the northern provinces, absolutely pro- 
hibited by acts of parliament. No legislation on either 
side can affect the stipulations of the convention, and 
any relaxation of existing prohibitions must ve benefi- 
cial. 

‘This clause, as it stands, if it be not altogether nuga- 
tory and out of place, would seem rather to apprehend 
some evil, not understood or explained, from advanta- 
ges to be conferred on our trade by Great Britain. In 
any view of the subject, however, it can properly relate 
only to the footing on which our commercial inter- 
course with other ports will be left at the time of conced- 
ing such advantages. Happily, therefore, with whatever 
object the clause may have been introduced, the presi- 
dent may issue his proclamation with every assurance 
that the correspondent acts on the part of this govern- 
ment will leave ‘*the commercial intercourse of the 
United States with all cther parts of the British domi- 
nions on a footing not less tavorable to the United States 
than it now is.” 

That you may have all the British acts of parliament 
relative to this subject before you, and compare without 
difficulty the various provisions of the act of the 5th July, 
1825, for the encouragement of British shipping and 
navigation, and of that of the same date regulating the 
trade with the British possessions abroad, [ have the 
honor herewith to forward you ‘*Hume’s custom laws,” 
eontaining all that may be useful in your researches, 

The observations of the earl of Aberdeen relative to 
the seale of duties in favor of those interests incidentally 
fostered by the suspension of the intercourse between 
the United States and the West Indies, are less untavor- 
able than at the date of my despatch of the 6th April, 
[ had reason toapprehend. It was on the ground ot this 
apprehension, principally, that, in my note to lord 
Aberdeen of the 12th July last, [ alluded so particular- 
ly to the acts of congress reducing the duty on several 
articles of West India produce. 

Though it may be probable that the schedule of duties 
adopted contemporaneously with the act of parliament 
of the Sth July, 1825, will be hereafter modified, the 
<ffect must be more severely felt by the West India 
planter, already overburthened, than by our merchants; 








and in this there isa safe guarantee against any excessive 
alteration. There is good reason to believe, moreover, 
that such modification, whenever it shall be made, will 
consist: in reducing the duty on some important articles, 
while it may increase it on others; and that our trade, 
in the aggregate, will not be materially affected. This 
modification, however, is not a part or condition of the 
present arrangement, and will therefore depend upon 
future contingencies, of which each nation will be free to 
take advantage; and ours, particularly, to resort to coun- 
tervailing duties, if that course be deemed expedient. 
On this question, we will always have the West Indian 
interest on our side; and that, after the concessions 
heretofore made, is all we can expect. The arrange- 
ment now proposed will restore to our vessels the di- 
rect trade with the British colonial ports, and place the 
navigation of both countries in that trade upon an equal 
footing. We may safely rely upon the skill and enter- 
prise of the American merchants to accomplish the 
rest, 

I need scarcely refer to the period for which this ques- 
tion has embarrassed the trade of our citizens and the 
relations of the two countries, nor to the numerous fai- 
lures which have attended the efforts of our goverment 
to adjust it. But it ought not to be forgotten that, in 
producing these failures, technical interpretations and 
misapprehension of legal provisions have had their full 
share. Sensible of this, I feli it my duty to guard, if pos- 
sible, against their recurrence; and after the solicitude 
and perseverance with which lL have conducted the nego- 
tiation, [ could not shun the responsibility of attempting 
to reconcile the apparent obscurities of the law with the 
clear and frank object of our government. I am happy 
to believe, moreover, that, in the attempt, I am fully 
sustained by the soundest principles of construction. In 
any event, I shall feel conscious that, with the sincerest 
desire to conform to the instructions and sustain the cha- 
racter of the executive, [ have faithfully contributed to suc- 
cor the enterprise of my fellow-citizens, and to place 
the foreign relations of the country upon a foundation of 
lasting harmony. Ihave the honor to be, sir, very re- 
specttully, your obedient servant, 

LOUIS McLANE, 
To the hon. Martin Van Buren, sec. state, Washington. 


The earl of Aberdeen to Mr. McLane. 


Foreign office, August 17, 1830. 

The undersigned, his majesty’s principle secretary of 
state for foreign affairs, has the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of the note of Mr. McLane, envoy extraor- 
dinary and minister plenipotentiary from the United 
States of America to this court, dated the 12th ultimo, 
communicating certain measures which have been adopt- 
ed by congress with a view to remove the obstacles which 
have hitherto impeded the re-establishment of the com- 
mercial intercourse between the United States and the 
British West India colonies. 

Previously to the receipt of this communieation, his ma- 
jesty’s government had already had under their conside- 
ration Mr. MeLane’s note of the 16th of March last, expla- 
natory of the proposition contained in his letter of the 12th 
of Dec. 1829, with reference to the same subject; and the 
undersigned assures Mr. McLane that his majesty’s go- 
vernment, in the earnest and dispassionate attention which 
they bestowed upon this proposition, were actuated by 
the most friendly teelings towards the government of the 
United States, and by a sincere disposition to meet the 
proposals which he was authorised to make in the spirit 
with which they were offered. 

But the undersigned considers it unnecessary now to 
enter into any detailed discussion of the points embraced 
in those previous commucications of Mr. McLane, be- 
cause they are in a great measure superseded by the 
more specific, and therefore more satisfactory proposi- 
tions contained in his note of the 12th eltimo; to the con- 
tents of which note, therefore, the undersigned will prin- 
cipally confine his present observations. 

Ot the character and effect of the recent measure of 
the American congress, Mr. McLane observes that ‘it 
concedes in its terms all the power in the regualtion of 
the colonial trade, and authorises the president to con- 
fer on British subjects all those privileges, as well in the 
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cirevitous as the direct voyage, which Great Britain has 
at any time demanded or desired.” 

In this declaration the undersigned is happy to observe 
the same spirit and disposition which dictated Mr. Lane’s 
former cummunications, wherein he announced the rea- 
diness and desire of the American government “to com- 
ply with the conditions of the act of parliament of 185,” 
and also that the claims advanced in justification of the 
omission of the United States to embrace the offers of 
this country, have been abandoned by those who urged 
them, and have received no sanction from the people ot 
the United States;” and the undersigned readily admits, 
that, if the bill passed by the American legislature be 
well caleulated practically to fulfil the expressed in- 
tentions of its framers, it must have the effect of re- 
moving all those grounds of difference between the two 
governments, with relation to the trade between the 
United States andthe British colonies, which have been 
the subject of so much discussion, and which have con- 
stituted the main cause of the suspension of ‘the inter- 
course by those restrictive acts of the United States 
which the American government is now prepared to re- 
peal. 

‘The proposition now made by Mr. McLane for the 
revocation of the order in council of 1826 stands upon 
a ground materially different from that on which the 
same question was brought forward in the notes of Mr. 
Gallaun in 1827, and even in the more explanatory over- 
tures of Mr. McLane contained in his communications of 
D-cember, 1829, and March, 1830. 

Those several proposals were, «ll of them, invitations 
to the British government to pledge itsell, hy pothetical- 
ly, to the revocation of the order in council, in the event 
of arepeal of those acts of the American congress which 
gave occasion to it. His majesty’s government declined 
to give that prospective pledge or assurance, on the 
grounds stated in lord Dudley’s note of the Ist October, 
1827. But the objections then urged are not applicable 
to the present overture. Provision has now been made 
by an act of the American legislature for the re-estab- 
lishment of the suspended intercourse upon certain 
terms and conditions; and that act being now before his 
majesty’s government, it is for them to decide whether 
they are prepared to adopt a corresponding measure on 
the part of Great Britain for that object. 

The undersigned is ready to admit that, in spirit and 
substance, the bill transmitted by Mr MeLane is con- 
formable to the view which he takes of it in the expres- 
sion before quoted from his note of the 12th July; and 
that it is caleulated, therefore, to afford to Great Britain 
complete satisfaction on the several points which have 
been heretofore in dispute between tie two countries, 
He has also received, with much satisfaction, the expla- 
nauion which Mr. McLane has afforded him verbally, in 
the last conference which the undersigned had the honor 
of holding with him, upon those passages in which the 
wordmg of the bill appears obscure, and in which it 
seems xt least doubtful whether the practical construc- 
tion of it would fully correspond with the intentions of 
the American government, as expressed by Mr. McLane. 
But it is nevertheless necessary, in order to remove all 
possibility of futare misapprehension upon so important 
a subject, that he should recapitulate the points upon 
which those doubts lave arisen, and distinctly state the 
sense in-which the undersigned considers Mr. McLane as 
concurring with him in the interpretation of them, 

The first point in which a question might arise is in 
that passage of the bill wherein it is declared, as one of 
the conditions on which the restrictions now imposed by 
the United States may be removed, ‘‘that the vessels of 
the United States, and their cargoes, on entering the ports 
ot the British possessions, as aturesaid, (viz: in the West 
Indies on the continent of America, the Bahama islands, 
the Caicos, and the Bermuda or Somer islands), shall 
not be subject to other or higher duties of tonnage or ims 
post, or charges of any otler deseription, than would be 
imposed on British vessels, or their cargoes, arriving in 
the said colonial possessions from the United States of 
America.” It is not quite clear whether the concluding 
words, “from the United States of America,” are meant 
to apply to the vessels of the United States, and their 
cargoes, in the first part of the paragraph, as well as to 
tose of Great Britain or her colonies, in the Jatter part. 


| demanded.” 





It can searcely, indeed, have. been intended thatrthis 
stipulation should extend to American vessels coming 
with cargoes’ from any other places than the United 
States, because it is well known that, under the navi- 
gation laws of Great Britain, no toreign vessel could 
bring a cargo to any British colonial port from any other 
country than its own. 

The next condition expressed in the act is, ‘*that the 
vessels of the United States may import into the saul 
colonial possessions trom the United States, any article 
or articles which could be imported in a British vessel 
into the said possessions from the United States.” 

lu this passage, it is not made sufficiently clear that the 
articles to be imported on equal terms by British or 
American vessels from the United States, must be the 
produce of the United States. The undersigned, how- 
ever, cannot but suppose that such a limitation must have 
been contemplated, because the clause of the navigation 
act already adverted to, whereby an American vessel 
would be precluded from bringing any article not the 
produce of America to a British colonial port, is not 
only a subject of universal notorety, but the same pro- 
vision is distinetly made in the act of patliament of 1825, 
which has been so olten referred to in the discussions ou 
this subject. 

It was also necessary that the undersigned should ask 
for some explanation of that section of the bill which has 
reference to the entry of vessels into the ports of the 
United States trom the continental colonies of Great 
Britain in North America. ‘These are not placed, in the 
terms of the act, on the same footing as the ships coming 
from the colonies of the West Indies, 


W ith respect to the latter, the express provision made 
for the direct intercourse with those colonies, together 
with the simultaneous repeal of the several American 
acts which interdict, at present, the carriage of goods 
from the United States to West India ports, in ships 
having arrived trom other ports in the British dominions, 
appear fully te warrant the expression, before quoted, of 
Mr. McLane, “that the aet would confer on British 
vessels all those privileges, as well in the circuitous as 
in the direct voyage, which Great Britain has at any time 
But, with regard to the continental colo- 
nies, there is merely a provision tor ‘*admiutting to entry, 
in the ports of the United States, British: vessels or their 
cargoes from the islands, provinces, or colomes of Great 
Britain, on or near the North American continent, and 
north ov east of the United States.” It must indeed be 
presumed that vessels from these colonies are intended 
to be admitted upon the same terms, in all respects, and 
to be entitled to the same privileges, as British ships from 
any other British colony. 

The act of congress requires, as a further condition, 
that, when the intereourse with the West India colonies 
shall be open by Great Britain, **the commercial inter- 
course of the United States with all other parts: of the 
British dominions or possessions shall be lett on a foot- 
ing not less favorable to the United States than it now is,”? 

Although it may be most truly stated that there exists, 
at this time, no intention to make any alteration in the 
commercial policy of Great Britain, and equally that 
there is no disposition on the part of his mujesty’s go- 
vernment to restrict, in any measure, the commercial re- 
lations between this country and the United. States, yet 
the positive condition to maimtain unchanged, or upon avy 
particular footing of favor, every part of our system of 
trade affecting our intercourse with America, could not, 
with propriety, be made the subject of any speeific en- 
gagementconnected with the renewal of the colonial in- 
tercourse. Whether that intercourse be renewed or not, 
it ought to remain at ali times as treeas it now is, both to 
the government of Great Britain and to that of che United 
States, to adopt, trom me to time, such commereial re- 
gulations as either state may deem to be expedient tor its 
Own interests, consistenUy with the obligations of existing 
treaties. 


It is due to the candor with which the communications 
of Mr. McLane have been made on this subject, that 
the undersigned should be thus explicit in noticing the 
passage in the bill to which he has now adverted. 

Mr. McLane, in his note of the 12th ultimo, has de- 
scribed and explained the material diminution which has 
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been made in the duties payable in the United States on 
the importation of certsin articles of colonial produce, 
This measure has been viewed by his majesty’s govern- 
ment with sincere satisfaction, as indicating a disposition 
to cultivate a commercial intercourse with his majesty’s 
colonies upon a footing of greater freedom and recipro- 
eal advantage than has hitherto existed. Butthe under- 
signed must frankly state, that, in the general considera- 
tion of the question now to be determined, no weight 
ought to be assigned to the reduction of those duties, as 
forming any part ot the grounds on which the re-estab- 
lishment of the intercourse may be acceded to. Those 
changes are part of the general scheme of taxation which 
the government of America may, at all times, impose or 
modify, with the sdme freedom as that which G. Britain 
may excreise in the regulation of any part of its system 
of duties; and it is the more essential that his majesty’s go- 
vernment should not contract, by implication, any en- 
gagement towards that of the United States with respect 
to such alterations, because his majesty’s government 
have already had under their consideration the expedi- 
ency of introducing some moilifications into the schedule 
of duties attached to the act of parliament of 1825, with 
aview more effectually to support the interests of the 
British North American colonies. To those interests, 
fostered, as they have incidentally been, by the suspen- 
sion of the intercourse between the United States and 
the West Indies, his majesty’s government will continue 
to look with an earnest «desire to afford them such pro- 
tection by discriminating duties as may appear to be con- 
sistent with the interests of other parts of his majesty’s 
dominions, and with a sound policy in the commercial 
relations of this country with all other states. 


The undersigned has thought it desirable that this 

nt should be distinetly understood on both sides, in 
order that no doubt should exist of the right of Great 
Britain to vary those duties from time to time, accord- 
ing to her own views ot expediency, unfettered by any 
obligation, expressed or implied, towards the United 
States or any other country. 


The undersigned adverts again with satisfaction to the 
verbal explanations which he has received from Mr. 
MeLane of those passages in the act of congress wh ich 
have not appeared to the undersigned to be literally 


adapted to the provisions of the act of parliament of 


1825. He concurs with Mr. McLane in thinking that 
these will be found to have been merely apparent de- 
viations from the conditions of that statute, because the 
whole of the recent proceedings of the American go- 
vernment and legislature in this matter have been mani- 
festly anil expressly founded upon a determination to 
conform to it, Any other view of the subject would 
be entirely at variance with the tenor of the several 
communications trom’Mr. McLane betore adverted to, 
which have all been conformable to the explicit propo- 
sition contained in his note of the 12th December, 1829, 
‘that the government of the United States should now 
comply with the conditions of the act of parliament of 
July 5, 1825, by an express law, opening their ports for 
the adinission of British vessels, and by allowing their 
entry with the same kind of British colonial produce 
as may be imported in American vessels, the vessels of 
both countries paying the same charges; suspending the 
alien duties on British vessels and cargoes, and abolish- 
ing the restrictions in the act of congress of 1823 to the 
direct intercourse between the United States and the 
British colonies; and that such a law should be immedi- 
ately followed by a revocation of the British order in 
eouncil of the 27th July, 1826, the abolition or suspen- 
sion of all discriminating duties on American vessels in 
the British colonial ports, and the enjoyment, by the 
United States, of the advantages of the act of parlia- 
ment of the 5th July, 1825.” It only remains, there- 
fure, for the undersigned to assure Mr. McLane that, 
it the president of the United States shall determine to 
give effect to the act of congress, in conformity with 
the construction put upon its provisions both by Mr. 
McLane and by the undersigned, all difficulty oa the 
part of Great Britain, in the way of a renewal of the 
intercourse between the United States and the West 
Indies, according to the foregoing proposition made by 
Mr. McLane, wiii thereby be remoyed. 


The undersigned has the honor to renew to Mr. 
McLane the assurances of his highest consideration. 


ABERDEEN, 
Lonis McLane, esq. &e. &e. &e. 


Mr. Van Buren to Mr. McLane. 
Department of state, Washington, 5th Oct. 1830. 

Str: Your despatch of the 20th August was, on the 

3d instant received at this departmer’, and, with its 
contents, laid before the president. 
_ You will perceive by the enclosed proclamation, and 
instructions trom the treasury department to the collee- 
tors of customs, that the president has adopted without 
reserve the construction givev to the art of congress of 
the 29th of May, 1830, by lord Aberdeen and yourself, 
by accepting the assurance of the British government, 
with the accompanying explanations, as a compliance 
with its reqttisitions, and by doing all that was necessa- 
ry to carry the proposed arrangement into complete ef- 
fect on the part of the United States. By virtue of the 
president’s proclamation, and the operation of the act 
of congress above referred to, our restrictive acts are 
repealed, and the ports of the United States opened to 
British vessels coming from any of the British colonial 
possessions mentioned in both sections of the act, upon 
the terms stated in that act, and in the accompanying 
mstruction. “Che president does not doubt that, having 
thas given effect to the arrangement on the part of this 
government, that of Great Britain will without delay do 
what is necessary on its stile to remove all existing ob- 
structions to the renewal of the intercourse between the 
United States and the British colonial possessions re- 
ferred to, according to the propositions referred to, ac- 
cording to the proposition submitted by you and aceept- 
ed by that government. He allows himself also to ex- 
pect that the circumstance that the ports of the United 
Siates are forthwith open to British vessels, whilst the 
opening of those of Great Britain must await the action 
of the British government, thus producing temporarily 
an unequal operation, will mduce his majesty’s govern- 
ment to give to the matter its earliest allention, 

The president has derived great satistaction from the 
candor and liberality which have characterised the con- 
duct of his majesty’s ministers throughout the negotia- 
tion, and particularly in not suffering the imadvertencies 
of our legislation, alributable to the haste and confue 
sion of the closing scenes of the session, to defeat or 
delay the adjustment of a question, with respect to the 
substance of which, and the interest of the two coun- 
tries, in its adjustment, both governments are now hap- 
pily of one opinion. Ue cherishes the most lively anti- 
cipations of the solid benefits which will flow from the 
trade that is about to revive, as well as of the benign in- 
fluence which the satisfactory removal ot a long stand- 
ing and vexatious impediment to the extension of their 
commercial imtercourse is calculated to exercise upon 
the relations between the two countries. It is his wish 
that you should make his majesty’s government ac- 
quainted with these sentiments, and assure it that he 
will neglect no opportunity which may present itself to 
prove his sincere desire to strengthen and improve those 
relations by every act within the sphere of lus authority 
which may contribute to confirm the good anderstand- 
ing so happily established, 

It is also to me a pleasing duty to express to you, as I 
am directed to do, the entire satisfaction of the presi- 
dent with your conduct on this important oecasion,— 
‘Lhe untiring zeal, patriotic exertions, and great ability, 
which you have displayed in the diflicult negotiation 
thus satisfactorily concluded, realise all the anticipations 
he had formed from the employment of your talents in 
this important branch of the publie service, and entitle 
you to the thanks of your country. To these senti- 
ments I beg leave to add the expression of my own un- 
qualified approbation of all your acts since the com- 
mencement of your mission near the government of 
Great Britain. lam, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, M. VAN BUREN, 

Louis McLane, esq. envoy extraordinary, &c. Ge. 

{Here follows the proclamation of the president 
opening our ports to British vessels, already published 
in pages 410 and LIL, October 9, 1830—also the circu- 
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collectors, published in the Register, October 23, 1830, 
page 151.) 


Extract of a tetter from Mr. McLane to Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, dated London, 6th November, 1830. 

I received on the 2d instant your despatch, number 22, 
of the 5th October, transmitting the proclamation of the 
president, and instructions from the treasury department 
to the collector of customs, executing, on the part o! 
our government, the proposed arrangement with this, 
for the restoration of the direct intercourse with the 
Hritish West Indies. 1 communicated these documents 
to the earl of Aberdeen on the 3d instant, and have the 
honor to transmit his answer thereto, and an order of 
the king in council, completing the proposed arrange- 
ment on the part of Great Britain, and fully closing the 
negotiation upon this important part of our relations. 

This arrangement has already produced, and will eon- 
tinue to produce, considerable dissatisfaction ia the Bri- 
tish northern provinces, and with those interests which 
have been incidentally fostered by the omission of our 
government to comply with the terms of the act of 5th 
July, 1825, and the British order in council of July, 
1826. I[tinay be expected, therefore, as 1 have already 
stated in my former despatches, that some attempt will 
be immediately made to reconcile those interests to the 
restoration of the direct intercourse. Some of the duties 
in favor of the northern productions will, doubtless, be 
increased, but others will be reduced, 1 cannot, how- 
ever, at this moment, speak fully or with entire certain- 
ty of the intentions of this government in that respect. 

It may be proper for me to inform you, that, by the 
act of parliament of the 2d of July, 1827, entitled ‘tan 
act to amend the laws relating to the customs,” the im- 
portation of salted beef and rye is admitted into New- 
foundland free of duty, and into all the other British 
ports ata duty of twelve shillings sterling the hundred 
weight. Under the present arrangement, by which the 
colonial ports are now opened to our vessels, we shall 
be entitled to the benefit of this act, and in that way ac- 
quire a valuable branch of trade, which we could not 
have enjoyed by the famous act of 5th July, 1825. 


Mr. McLane to lord Aberdeen. 
9, Chandos street, P ortland place, Nov. 3, 1830. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary from the United States, has the honor to 
transmit herewith to the earl of Aberdeen, his majesty’s 
principal secretary of state for foreign affairs, a proclama- 
tion issued by the president of the United States on the 
Sth of October last, and, also, a letter of instructions 
from the secretary of the treasury, in conformity thereto, 
to uie several collectors of the United States, removing 
the restrictions on the trade in British vessels with the 
ports of the United States and the colonial possessions 
of Great Britain. And the undersigned takes leave to 
add, that, although these papers appear to be sufficiently 
elear and explicit, he will take much pleasure in making 
any further explanation of their import that may be con- 
sidered desirable, 

It will be perceived, however, that, by virtue of the 
foregoing proclamation, and the operation of the act of 
congress of the 29th May, 1830, the restrictive acts 
of the United States are absolutely repealed; that the 
ports of the United States are open to the admission and 
entry of British vessels coming from any of the British 
ports mentioned in both sections of the said act: with the 
same kind of British colonial produce as may be import- 
ed in American vessels, and upon the same terms; that 
the alien duties, in the ports of the United States, on 
British vessels and their curgoes, and also the restrictions 
in the act of the congress of the United States of 1823 to 
the direct intercourse between the United States and the 
British West India colonies, are abolished. 

The undersigned has the honor to state further, that 
these acts have been performed by the president in con- 
formity with the letter of the earl of Aberdeen ofthe 17th 
of August last; and that by accepting the assurance of the 
British government, with the accompanying explanation, 
as a compliance with the requisitions of the act of congress 
of the 29th May, 1830, and doing all thet was necessary 
onthe part of the United States to effect the prop 
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struction put upon the act of congress both by the éarl 
of Aberdeen and the undersigned. 

In communivating these documents to the earl of Aber- 
deen, the undersigned is instructed to inform him that 
the president has derived great satisfaction from the can- 
dor manifested by his majesty’s ministers in the course 
of the negotiation; and that, having thus given effect to 
the arrangement on the part of the United States, he 
does not doubt that Great Britain, acting in the spirit and 
terms of the proposition submitted by the undersigned, 
and aceepted in the letter of lord Aberdeenof the 17th 
of August last, will as promptly comply with those terms 
on ber part, and remove the existing obstructions to the 
renewal of the intercourse between the ports of the Unit- 
ed States and the British colonial possessions. 

In conclusion, the undersigned takes leave to state, 
that, from the date of the proclamation of the president, 
the vessels of Great Britain have been and are actually 
in the enjoyment of all the advantages of the proposed 
arrangement, while the vessels of the United States are 
and must remain excluded from the same until the re- 
quisite measures shall be adopted by this government. 
The undersigned has the honor to ask, therefore, that 
the earl of Aberdeen will enable him to communicate 
the adoption of those measures to his government, by 
the opportunity which will offer for that purpose on the 
6th instant. 

The undersigned avails himself of this oceasion to re- 
new to the earl of Aberdeen the assurance of his high- 
est consideration, LOUIS McLANE. 

The vt. hon. the earl of Aberdeen, Ec. EFe. Fe. 


Lord Aberdeen to Mr. McLane. 
Foreign office, Nov. 5, 1830. ~" 

The undersigned, his majesty’s principal secretary of 
state fur foreign affairs, has the honor to acknowledge 
ihe receipt of the note of Mr. McLane, envoy extraor- 
dinary and minister plenipotentiary from the United 
States at this court, of the 3d instant,in which he en- 
closes a proclamation issued by the president of the 
United States on the 5th ultimo, and also a letter of in- 
structions from the seeretary of the treasury, inconfor- 
mity thereto, to the several collectors of the United 
States, removing the restrictions on the trade in Britush 
vessels with the ports of the United States and the colo- 
nial possessions of Great Britain. 

Mr. McLane observes, that, by virtue of the procla- 
mation in question, and the operation of the act of con- 
gress of the 29th May, 1830, the restrictive acts of the 
United States are absolutely repealed; that the ports of 
the United States are opened to the admission and entry 
of British vessels coming from any of the British ports 
mentioned in both sections of the said act, with the same 
kind of British colonial produce as may be imported in 
American vessels, and upon the sume terms; that the 
alien duties in the ports of the United States on British 
vessels and their cargoes, and also the restrictions in 
the act of congress of the United States of 1823, to the 
direct intercourse between the United States and the 
British West India colonies, are abolished, 

Mr. McLane adds, that, in performing these acts, the 
president of the United States has adopted, without re- 
serve, the construction put upon the act of congress of 
the 29th of May, 1830, by himself, and by the under- 
signed in his note of the 17th of August last. 

he undersigned having stated to Mr. McLane, in his 
above mentioned note, that, under such circumstances 
all difficulty on the part ot Great Britain, in the way of 
the renewal of: the intercourse between the United 
States and ihe West ludies, according to the proposition 
made by Mr. McLane, would be removed, he has now 
the honor to transmit to Mr. McLane the aceompanying 
copy of an order issued by his majesty in council this day, 
for regulating the commercial intercourse between the 
United States, and his majesty’s possessions abroad. 

‘The undersigned .cannot omit this Opportunity of ex- 
pressing to Mr. McLane the satisfaction of his majesty’s 
government at the promptitude and frankness with 
which the president of the United States has concurred 
in the view taken by them of this question; and at the 
consequent extension of that commercial imtércourse 
which it is so much the interest of both countries to 
maintain, and which his majesty will always be found 
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sincerely desirous to promote by all the means in his 
power. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to re- 
new to Mr. McLane the assurances of his highest con- 
sideration. ABERDEEN. 








Louis McLane, esq., Efe. Esc. Efe. 

(‘Then follows the proclamation and tariff of duties of 
the British government, dated London, Nov. 5, 1830, 
published in the register, page 550, January 8, 1851.) 





Erratum. Ix the table of duties published in the sup- 
plement to the register on the 8th instant, page 350, 
regulating the duties on goods imported into the British 
colonies, the “proposed duties” on red and white ouk 
slaves, was put down at 18 shillings per thousand—it 
should read ‘18s, 9d,” 


Extract of a letter from Mr. McLane to Mr. Van 
Buren, dated London, November 22, 1830. 

{ forwarded you, by my last despatch, the copy of a 
schedule of duties proposed by Mr. Herries, the late 
president of the board of trade, in relation to their colo- 
nial trade. At that time 1 had reason to believe that 
this measure, recommended under the auspices and by 
the inflaence of the ministry, would probably pass with 
litle material alteration. The recent occurrences, 
however, have changed these expectations; and | am 
now inclined to believe, that, if it pass at all, it will pre- 
viously uadergo some very material modifications, more 
favorable to our interests in the colonial trade. 


TARIFF AND MANUFACTURES. 
In the house of representatives, Jan. 13, 1831.—Read, 
and laid on the table. 
Mr. Mallary, from the committee on manufactures, to 
which the subject had been referred, made the follow- 


ing 
REPORT: 

The committee on manufactures, to whom was referred 
so much of the president’s message ‘‘as relates to the 
tariff of duties on imports, and so much thereof as re- 
spects manufactures,” report: 

‘That they have taken this delicate subject into full 
consideration. This was due alike to the source from 
whence a review was recommended, and to the impor- 
tance of the subject itself. ‘hey feel confident that they 
have done it without mingling with the operation of their 
reasoning powers unreasonable ‘likes and dislikes,” 
either to the system of protecting domestic industry, or 
to the views expressed by the chicf magistrate. 

It is not the intention of the committee to present to 
the house a mass of statistics or labored arguments, in 
favor of the protecting system. In the recent discus- 
sions of the tariff, all that could illustrate theory, or be 
proved by experience in our ewn and other countries, 
have been presented. Our goverment has adopted, and 
endeavored to sustain, by repeated legislative enactments, 
a policy which has had the sanction of Washington, Jet- 
ferson, Madison, and Monroe. It has been sanctioned 
by “the continued acquiescence of the states, and the 
general understanding of the people.” Confidence in its 
permanent duration is warmly inspired. {t is this, alone, 
which can give it vigorous and saccessiul action. A sys- 
tem of protection may appear perfect on our statute 
books, and yet be-useless to the country, if exposed to 
perpetual danger. Skill, already matured, will not ven- 
ture upon uncertainty. The power of invention will 
never be exerted, if it has no confidence in the promise 
and ‘repeated promise of support. Capital will never 
come tothe aid of skill and enterprise, if it las no securi- 
ty for investnent. It must have confidence; it must find 
solid honesty in individuals, as well as firmness in govern- 








meat, or it will not be employed. . 

During the last session of congress, the declaration was_ 
often repeated, that the system of protection should and | 
would be maintained. It was presumed to have come | 
from the people, and dictated by them to their represen- | 
tatives. ‘This was expressed by the most decisive majo- 
rities in congress, on repeated oveasions. 

Its effects, so far as they have been developed, have 
answered the hopes of its most ardent friends, Capital 
flows widely and freely through our extended country. 
‘The genius of our people has been stimulated to greater 
and more diversified exertion. The useful arts are im- 





—— 


proving in every form that stern necessity or elegant taste 
may desire. 

The committee most cheerfully coneur with the presi- 
dent in the animated view which he has taken of the con- 
dition of our country. They adopt his language in de- 
scribing that condition. ‘With a population unparallel- 
ed in its increase, and possessing a character which com- 
bines the hardihood of enterprise with the econsidérate- 
ness of wisdom, we see in every section of our happy 
country a steady improvement in the means of social in- 
tereourse, and correspondent effects upon the genius and 
laws of our extended republic.” This is the language 
of truth and justice, It forms a subject of high and deep 
congratulation to every patriot mind. While other na- 
tions are suffering under oppressive burthens, or con- 
vulsed with bloody revolutions, we witness among our- 
selves, in general, a calm and confident repose. We 
see, over all portions of our broad country, prosperity 
and happiness most evenly and equally diffused. 

Sucli is the prospect before us. It is the offspring of 
our fortunate government, and the wise policy which has 
been adopted, of cultivating our own resources by the 
skill, and industry, and enterprise of our own people. 
In considering that imperfection must be stamped on the 
highest and best of human institutions, it isa matter of 
surprise that **the apparent exceptions to the harmony of 
the prospect” are so few. ‘Thev seem to arise rather 
from the exercise of fervid imagination, than from evils 
which really exist. It cannot, however, be expected 
that any code of Jaws, or any form of government, can 
dispense precisely the same benefits to every individual 
under their influence, wherever he may reside, and what- 
ever may be his genius or pursuits. Nature, herself, has 
failed to do this. But, when we see a great nation mov- 
ing on with stately steps, unimpeded, to the height of 
happiness, opulenee, and grandeur—when every portion, 
however minute, partakes amply of general prosperity— 
it would seem that the “apparent exceptions to the har- 
mony of the prospect” might be permitted to melt down 
in warm felicitations that the “prospect” of the whole 
country is so nobly gratifying. Jt is to this wide and 
comprehensive prospect that we may safely look for sub- 
stantial reasons to preserve that union, which, it is ‘*most 
devoutly hoped, may prove imperishable.” 

The committee are much grat.fied to have the opinion 
of the president clearly and fully expressed, that the ta- 
riff for protecting domestic industry is constitutional. 
‘Phey think it proper to quote language so clear and un- 
equivocal. He says, that ‘*the power to impose duties 
on imports originally belonged to the several states. 
The right to adjust those duties*with a view to the en- 
couragement of domestit branches of industry, is so com- 
pletely incidental to that power, that it is difficult to sup- 
pose the existence of one without the other. ‘The states 
have delegated their whole authority over imposts to the 
general government, without limitation or restriction, 
saving the very inconsiderable reservation relating to their 
inspection laws. This authority having thus entirely 
passed from the states, the right to exercise it for the 
purpose of protection does not exist in them; and, conse- 
quently, if it be not possessed by the general government, 
it must be extinct. 

“Our politreal system would thus present the anomaly 
ofa people stripped of the right to foster their own in- 
dustry, and to counteract the most selfish and destruc- 
tive policy which might be adopted by foreign nations, 
This surely cannot be the case; this indispensable power, 
thus surrendered by the states, must be within the scope 
of the authority on the subject expressly delegated to 
congress.’? The committee would recommend this ar- 
gument to the candid! consideration of the house. Most 
especially would they invite to its calm consideration 
those of our fellow citizens who honestly believe that a 
protecting tariff violates the constitution. If there are 
any who have become regardless of the rights, interests, 
and welfare of the great majority of the nation; who are 
determined that all shall yield to their opinions, who in- 
sist that they are infallibly right, and every one else is 
absolutely wrong; on such, reason and argument can 
lave no influence. Still the cause which enables our 
chief magistrate to give us such a glowing view of the 
prosperity of our country as he has done, must and will 
continue. ‘Ihe states, in their sovereign capacity, as ex- 
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pressed in the message, and cannot be denied, had the 
original power of imposing duties on imports. It is now 
transferred to the government of the union, in the most 
ample manner. Had the states retained it, they might 
have exercised it as they pleased, to accomplish any ob- 
ject they deemed proper. «lt might have been for reve- 
nue alone. © It might have been employed solely to coun- 
teract the selfish poliey of other states or nations. It 
could have been exercised for any purpose which suited 
the pleasure of sovereign power, But the states have 
delegated their whole power over imposts to the Unied 
States. It would indeed bea strange anomaly, if it could 
not now be exercised by the government to which it has 
been transferred, as fully as it could liave been by the 
states from which it was derived. 

The president has declared that, ‘“‘while the chief 0b- 
ject of duties should be revenue, they may be so wcljust- 
ed as to encourage manufactures.”? It seems to the 
committee that this remark is in plain collision with the 
sentiments which he has previously maintained. He 
has observed that the authority to impose daties on im- 
ports having passed trom the states, ‘tthe right to exer- 
cise it fur the purpose of protection does not exist in 
them.” If it is ‘*not possessed by the general govern- 
ment,” it mast be extinct. Our political system would 
thus present an “anomaly of a people stripped of the 
right to foster their own industry, and to counteract the 
most selfish and destructive policy which might be 
adopted by foreign nations. If revenue alone is wanted, 
duties for that object should be imposed. It protection 
to domestic industry is required, let duties be imposed 
to “foster it.”? Why should the chief object be reve- 
nue? Why protection secondary, when the treasury 
may be full? Many now apprehend that our revenue 
is, and will be, too abundant. But protection agaist 
the **most selfish and destructive policy of foreign na- 
tions” can be secured by duties cn imports—by them 
alone. 
tection. ‘Ihis should be the primury object. ‘The pro- 
tecting power having once belonged to the states, and 
now transferred to the general government, it may be 
used, as the good of the nation demands, for a primary, 
not a secondury object. It ought not to be loosely at- 
tached to the skirts of revenue, Domestic industry is a 
single, great, even pre-eminent interest of the nation. It 
has been entrusted to the guardian care of the constitu- 
tion. It now demands the exercise of that power which 
the states have surrendered, for its promotion and pre- 
servation. 

The president, in his message, further observes, that, 
in the adjustment of protecting duties, the government 
should “be guided by the general good.” As an ab- 
stract proposition, this may be admitted. ‘*The general 
interest is the interest of each;”’ and it is only necessary 
‘Sthat that interest should be understood” to insure the 
cordial support of some who think ‘it encourages abuses 
which ouglit to be corrected, and promotes injustice 
which ought to be obviated.” He also advises congress 
that *‘objects of national importance ought alone to be 
protected. Of these the productions of our soil, our 
mines, and our workshops, essential to national defence, 
oceupy the first rank. Whatever other species of do- 
mestic industry, having the importance to which I have 
referred, may be expected, afler femporary protection, 
to compete with foreign labor on equal terms, merit the 
same attention in a subordinate degree.” Suppose the 
opinion to be correct, ‘that objects of national impor- 
tance ought alone to be protected; what thea? The 
president has not, by this general expression, afforded 
the least aid in adjustiug the details of a protecting tariff, 
If the action of government could be confined to abstract 
rules and principles, little difference of opinion would 
probably exist in the nation, ‘The great embarrassment 
is found in making an application of excellent theory to 
practical and useful purpose. The protecting system, 
the tariff, is composed of humble items; these, united, 
make up the great mass of national inaustry. Had the 
president been pleased to designate a few items_only, 
which he supposed to possess “national importance,” 
or had he pointed out what ‘‘comforts of life are taxed 
unnecessarily high;”? what are the “anterests too local 
and minute to justify a general exaction, which it under- 
takes to protect, and what kinds of manufactures, ‘for 











Then they should be adjusted to secure pro- | 























which the country is not ripe, it attempts to force,” we 
should then have the light and benefit of illustration. 
General theory may be adopted with perfect unanimi- 
ty. its application to real use, its coming down to the 
every day exertion of our farmers and mechanics, is a 
different affair, Under general theory, any one can 
make a retreat, and maintain that it has been dowe with 
consistency and honor. Theory is best explained by its 
application to the axe, the plough, the hammer, and the 
spindie, “Phe chief magi*trate prosides over a people 


|who are engeged in unceasing and untiring industry. 


Congress has for years, and on repeated oceasions, ex- 
ercised its wisdom on the tariff. Its best efforts have 
been made. If errors exist, it would seem reasonable to 
expect that the chief magistrate, looking abroad from his 
high station over all interests of the country, and observ- 
ing their mutual relations and dependencies, should inti- 
mate to the representatives of the people what particu- 
lar business of life has been too warmly cherished, what 
too coldly neglected. In adjusting the details of the 
tariff, congress has done what it deemed best for the ge- 
neral good. ‘To reach the employments of life, it must 
go down to particulars. If the president is still dissatis- 
fied, it might have been hoped that he would have de- 
signated the precise error. It will always be borne in 
mind by practical men, and they compose the mass of 
the nation, that abstract theory, however splendid, does 
but Intle good, unless it comes to the aid of every mus- 
cle of labor. In what consists the defects of the exist- 
ing tariff? Individuals may discover imperfections, but 
the collected wisdom of. the nation has repeatedly de- 
clared that material change is not demanded. Nothing 
better, under existing circumstances, can be done. Then 
let doubt and uncertainty be avoided. ‘They are evils 
next to the surrender of the whole system. 

The message advises congress that ‘objects of nation- 
al importence alone ought to be protected: of these, the 
productions of our soil, our mines, and our workshops, 
essential to national defence, occupy the first rank.”? It 
is to be presumed that congress has not been unmind- 
ful of productions “essential to national defence.” But 
the president says ‘the present tariff taxes some of the 
comforts of life unneeessarily high.”” ‘They are not de- 
fined. In the minds of many, what might be essential to 
national defence might aiso promote the comforts of life. 
lf the message meant only guns, powder, and bullets, 
difference of opinion, even then, might exist, as to the 
extent of protection which ought to be afforded to the 
various elements of which they are composed. [ts 
practical meaning is, theretore, obscure. Iron, it is pre- 
sumed, would be considered essential to ‘‘national de- 
fence;”? and being the product of “our mines,” should 
be protected. But that production which would pro- 
duce the material for a musket, would also furnish it 
for axes and ploughs. A duty that would give us do- 
mestic bullets is all that might be required to supply 
the country with domestic lead for every use. But are 
muskets, and powder, and bullets, alZ that may be es- 
sential to ‘national defence?” An army might be 
most abundantly provided with these, and yet be totally 
inefficient in the field, if it wanted hats, and coats, and 
shirts, and shoes, and blankets. The condition of our 
country during the last war furnishes a well defined il- 
lustration of this sentiment. Various mauulactures 
then were considered of national importance, which the 
dostrines of free trade now erase from the catalogue,— 
But «a duty imposed tor promoting the domestic manu- 
facture of these articles for military purposes alone, 
would be an anomaly in the annals of any nation. ‘Mhat 
protecting policy which would supply the wants of an 
army in war, must be allowed to operate in peace. — 
Hence the difficulty of any classification of interests, 
while all are distinctly and equally governed by the 
same great constitutional power, derived from the states, 
it is also to be remembered, that peace with the world 
is the natural condition of this country. It is. not the 
foreign bayonet that we have the most reason to appre- 
head: it is the “selfish and destruetive policy which 
might be adopted by foreign nations,” ‘lo guard 
agaiist this is an object of ‘national importance.” For 
peace or war, the protecting system is equally adapted, 
And it is believed by the committee, that the best pres 
pavation tor national defenee may be found in the vigo- 
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rous cultivation of the arts of peace. Our people ought 
not to be perpetually dependent on orders in council, 
or decrees of emperors. Our country ought not to 
wait until invasion surrounds it, and then beg blankets 
from invaders, to warm a shivering army, engaged in 
“national defence.” : 

The president alludes to another species of industry, 
having the importance to which he had before referred, 
and which may be expected, after ‘‘temporary protec- 
tion, to-compete with foreign labor ou equal terms.”— 
This. species of industry, in his opinion, merits ‘the 
same attention in a subordinate degree;” while, in 
speaking of objects “essential to national defence,” he 
prescribes no limitation, either as to the extent of pro- 
tection, or its duration. The other class he considers 
entitled to the ‘same attention,” yet qualified by the 
expression, ‘tin a subordinate degree.” ‘This qualifica- 
tion seems to render it difficult, if not impossible, to as- 
certain the extent of the rule which he has adopted for 
his own action, and the guidance of congress. Instead 
of opening a luminous pathway, in which all branches 
of the government may move on in union and safety, 
new embarrassments appear to be added to those al- 
ready encountered by congress in adjusting the detailed 
provisions of the tariff. 

It would seem to be the meaning of the president, 
that, after a temporary protection has been extended to 
« manufacture for a reasonable period, if it “cannot then 
compete with foreign labor on equal terms,” it does not 
merit protection. This doctrme has been repeatedly 
advaneed in congress, and the committee presume it to 
be the doctrine of the message. But it will not stand 
the test of experiment. Prior to the late war, the 
coarse muslims consumed in the United States were im- 
ported trom India, and cost the consumer about twenty- 
jive cents the yard. By the war, the supply. was cat off; 
our cotton mills began to move, and a partial supply was 
furnished. At its close, when the India cottons were 
again imported, most of these establishments were ruin- 
ed. By the tariff of 1816, establishing what was called 
the minimum duty on coarse cottuns, the home market 
was effectually secured to our home manufacturers.— 
Under its fostering influence, they have flourished and 
multiplied; and such have been our improvements in 
skill and labor, and machinery, that the consumer, in- 
stead of payimg twenty-five cents, now purchases at 
home a much better article for eight cents the yard.— 
Large exportations of them are made to foreign coun- 
tries. They are carried to India, China, and South 
America, wliere they are sold to advantage. But sup- 
pose the protecting duty withdrawn, and the American 
manufacturer left to ‘*compete with foreign labor on 
equal terms.” Admit the cottons of India, England, 
and Scotland, and what would be the effect? Within 
two years, not a single cotton mill in the United States 
would be in motion. ‘Tie immense capital invested in 
them, amounting to many millions, would be utterly 
tunk to the country, and their owners irretrievably ruin- 
ed. And why? Not because we cannot make the goods 
as cheap us in Manchester or Glasgow, but because a 
war would be waged by British capital against American 
capital—a war of extermination. Such a war has been 
waged upon every article of American industry, wher- 
ever the proteeting duty has been inadequate, or the 
Jaw extending the duty so framed that mercantile cupi- 
dity, and the cunning of foreign manufacturers, could 
evade it, 

There is another rule laid down by the president, 
which the committee have thought proper to examine. 
It is contained in the expression, that “objects of na- 
tional importance alone ought to be protected.” The 
committee will not here enter into a discussion of the 
question, whether congress may not protect objects local 
in character? The states, m their origmal indepen- 
dence, betore the adoption of the constitution, could 
have used the pewer ot imposing duties on imports tor 
the express purpose of protecting local objects. Ac- 
cording to the doctrine cntertamed by the president, in 
which the committee fully concur, the several states no 
longer possess that power. Where isn? Where has 
it fied? On what shelf is it laud? ‘The government ol 
the union possesses it, or it has beeome ‘‘extinct.”” If 
an objeet did present itself, purely loeal in its cheracter, 


























and its protection was demanded by the prosperity and 
happiness of a single state, and. this could be dest done, 
or done only, by the delegated power from the states 
to impose duties on imports, it should be well consider- 
ed before congress rejected a proposition for that pur- 
pose. The discussion of this subject, at this time, is 
not intended. It may, however, be intimated, that it is 
the duty of the general government to protect every 
state, county, an town in the union from invasion.— 
The government of the union is bound to protect every 
inch of our soil from a hostile bayonet. It has equal 
power to protect every finger of domestic industry 
against foreign competition. _ Let it be firmly exercised. 
lt matters but little to real national independence, 
whether foreign guns or foreign labor conquers us.— 
However this may be considered, it is fully believed by 
the committee that the present tariff, taken together or 
in the minutest detail, is national in its character, al- 
though the language of the president may seem to im- 
ply that in this respect it is defective. He has also told 
us in his message, that ‘it is an infirmity of our nature 
to mingle our interests and prejudices with the opera- 
tion of our reasoning powers, and attribute.to the ob- 
jects of our likes and dislikes qualities they do not pos- 
sess, and effects they cannot produce;” that our delibe- 
rations on this interesting subject should be uninfluen- 
ced by “partisan conflicts,”? and should not be made sub- 
servient **to the short sighted views of faction.” The 
committee have.a due regard, both to the admonition 
and the sentiments expressed by the president; and 
they, also, entertain a most ardent hepe that our fellow- 
citizens will keep a steady searching eye on every 
movement of political ambition, in whatever quarter of 
our country it may appear. It may speck weil and 
pleasantly to the public ear in favor of a national pro- 
tecling system, and yet, with a calm, fair, honest looking 
countenance, scatter such mysterious, yet captivating 
doubts, as to the value of its different provisions, that 
“‘small minoritics” may be taught how to form a ‘**com- 
bination”? to overthrow it, 

What gives national importance to an object or pro- 
daction of domestic indusiry? How is its national im- 
portance discovered? Whencederived? By what prin- 
ciple decided? Is it the piace of production in the United 
States that imparts to it the character of S‘nutional im- 
portance?” Must production be tound in every narrow 
subdivision of the country? Must it, of necessity, be 
“general, not local?” Stould the answer be in the al- 
firmative, the concentrated wisdom of the nation could 
never provide 4 protecting tariff. Our various soils, our 
different climztes, our diversified objects of industry, 
would present an impassable barrier against the adoption 
of any system of protection. ‘The tarmer who grows 
wheat asks the aid of government to protect that article. 
He knows that Poland, Russia, the Barbary states, and 
France, may furnish, at times, wheat cheaper on the 
seaboard than he can afford it. When he asks protection, 
an Objection is made. Some portions of the union do 
not produce wheat. Its production is not general. It 
must be rejected. 

Butter and cheese are presented for protection. Ovr 
farmers can produce them in abundance. The Irish 
tenant, who subsists on the humblest fare that unfeeling 
oppression deals out, may furnish therm cheaper than the 
cultivators of our soil. Yet, it is discovered that portions 
of our. extended country are unable to produce butter 
and cheese. ‘They cannot be profected. ‘They are ‘‘io- 
cal, and not general.” 

Jron is mentioned. It is indispensable in peace and 
war. It may, perhaps, be for a ume furnished by boors 
and serfs, laboring under the command of Russian and 
Swedish nobility, a lutie cheaper than the Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey forgemen can produce it, and live as 
independent c.tizens ought to hive ina tree country. But 
iron is a ‘local object, not general.” It must be re- 
jected. 

Hemp is named—an article so valuable to the inde- 
pendence of all branches of the nayigation of our coun- 
try. The strong arm of protection holds foreign navi- 
gation away from our domestic trade. It should untarl 
American canvass with delight. It should also be well 
kept m mind, that ihe great body of American con- 
sumers of foreign productions sustain navigation engaged 
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in foreign commerce. The splendid ship that carries 
and brings is still subordinate to the interests of those 
who buy, and use, and pay for the cargo. he mer- 
chants on our seaboard may beap up wealth, build pala- 
ces, command all the luxuries of life; but they must well 
keep in mind that they all owe their prosperity to the 
strong arm of labor. ‘They owe it to the daily toil of 
our veomanry, whether engaged in subduing the sum- 
mits of the Green mountains, or cultivating the glens of 
the Alleghany. Let, then, the hemp of Ohio, Kentucky, 
and ‘Fennessee, be protected, Let the people of those 
states have a share in the advantages of the policy which 
they are willing to defend, If it has so happened that 
navigation engaged in our foreign trade is suffering trom 
foreign competition, it is owing to itself. Atl which it 
asked for protection was freely given. When it had 
gained such an ascendancy as it supposed would enable 
it to challenge foreign competition, it triumphantly told 
the government that protection was no longer wanted. 


presentatives of the people have recently, after their 
maturest consideration, come to their best result, The 
details may be imperfect. As a system, it **works well.” 
Those whose interests are involved are generally satisfi- 
ed. It is a subject of so much delicacy, that “it should 
be touched with the utmost caution.” The committee 
must be fully convinced that improvement can be made, 
or they cannot, with a proper respect to the “extended 
interests it involves,” hazard an effort. 

Such is the “infirmity of our nature,” that the enemies 
of the protecting system would rejoice to have the be- 
nefit of little *‘likes and dislikes” to aid them in their 
attack. ' 

The president also expresses his opinion, that “the 
effects of the present tariff are doubtless overrated, both 
in its evils and advantages.” ‘The committee are con- 
fident that its evils are most unreasonably overrated. 
Its advantages sre so manifest, that they have been, in 





Hence, treaty after treaty has been concluded for rec 
procal navigation. ‘Tins was urged by the advocates of 
tree trade. It, now, it is a lithe erippled it other na- 
tions supply us with a little more navigation, it is a 


the estimation of many, too greatly undervalued. 

The president advises us, that the decreased price of 
raw material, manufactured articles, provisions and lands, 
arises from a cause “deeper and more pervading ‘than 








greater evil than if foreigners supplied us with a little 


move iron, or hemp, or sugar, or cottons, or woollens? 
Must the p 


been somewhat disappomed? The advocates of free 
trade ought rather to rejoice that one interest is tree | 
from the tetters of protection. If foreign nations can 
build ships cheaper than the people of the United States, 
why not cheerfully employ them? According to the 
doctrines of free wade, so much would be gained. But 
yet, if navigation wants assistance, there is every reason 


desired, will come cheerfully again to its support, in 


every way and by all theans consistent with other great) ed. 


interests of the eountry. 


Sugar is proposed. 
fort, and luxury. 


It cannot be produced in Maine or 
Pennsylvania. 


Its production must‘be confined to the 
warm regions of our country, where the great staples 
of other parts are uncongenial, Hut it must be rejected 
according to the rule. Its production is local, not 
general. 

The same may be said of cotton and wool—of every 
article uamed in the tariff. The greatest and most 
valuable productions of domestic midustry are more or 
less local in their ovigin—not general. Henee, it the 
rule is, that every portion of the country must alike con- 
tmbute to the production of an article which the consti- 
tution will aliow to be protected, there never can be a 
protecting tariff at all: human wisdom could not devise 
one which would conter the least benefit on the country, 

The rule that any particular object of domestic indus- 
try must possess *‘national importance” to entitle it to 
protection, may be safely adopted, if properly under- 
stood and applied. A bread view must be taken of the 
condition of our country, of its productions, of its vari- 
ous business, of its perpetually blending and mingling 
interests. We must see the mutual relations which exist 


preat system Of protection be abandoned be- | 
cxuse navigation has been indulged in its wish, and has! 








(the more it will be used. 
to believe that the power which protected its mtaney, it satisty. This cause enhances the price of every thing 


y. Bot hemp is “lvcal, not a} currency. 
general” production; and must, therefore, be rejected. | them. 


lt is an article of necessity, come | 


the tariff of the United States.” He sapposes **it may, 


| ina measure, be attributable to the increased value of 


the precious metals.” The committee are unable to say 
how far this remark may apply to other countries. As 
applicd to this country, it is clearly erroneous. Appre- 
ciation in any commodity, gold, silver, eorn, or lumber, 
depends, in a great degree, on abundance or sesrecity. If 
currency, whether composed of silver, gold, or bank 
notes, is plenty, the nominal price of all articles required 
for general consumption will arise, beeause the owners of 
currency must use it for profit. ‘The greater, the plenty, 
In such case, less profit will 


that currency purchases; for it must and will be employ- 
*'The preciwus metals are the base of our national 

Our commercial emporittms are filled with 
Exchange on foreign nations was never lower; 
and if it seems to be against us, it is only because we 
ihave, by law, established a relative value between silver 
and gold which te restot the world will nut adopt, It 

cannot, therefore, be supposed that ‘the reduced price” 
of domestic productions ts caused by ‘the increased va- 
lue”’ of the precious metals. Ht is to be attributed to do- 
mestic competition, and to an addition to the great sup- 
ply of the world; and that the advanee in the price of 
cotton, and the steady support of other agricultural pro- 





ducts,” is owing to the diversified employments encou- 


raged by the protecting system. Had the precious me- 
tals *tincrexsed in value,” the benefits of the tariff would 
have been far more perspicuous. Prices would have 
been lower still. ‘he tendency of such opinions of the 
president, as to the cause of the Jow prices of domestic 
manufactures, is to excite prejudice against the protecting 
system, to render it, in the estimation of our fellow- 
citizens, an object of little importance. ~The error. of 
such Opinions, the commitiee considered it their duty to 
expose. 

‘The president has informed us that “the best as well as 
fairest mode of determining whether, from any just con- 


siderations, a particular interest ought to receive protec- 
between the narrowest sections of our country, and as- 


certain how widely and generally the various productions 
of domestic industry are distributed among the: people. 
We should ascertain, for the practical purpose of legis- 
Jation, what articles of domestic production, great or 


tion, would be to submit the question singly for delibe- 
ration. If alter due examination of its merits, unconnect- 
ed with extraneous considerations, such as a desire to 
stistain @ general sysiem, or to purchuse support for a 





small, may be required tor general use; what articles 
the people want; what the comfort and convenience de- 
mand; what articles are gathered up and distributed by 
the trade, bus ness, and commerce of the country. 

The name ot the articles may be humble: it may be 
broadcloths, wood screws, thimbles, bar iron, steam en- 
gines, or the fabries of cotton, But, whatever its name, 





different interest, it should enlist in its favor a majority 
of the representatives of the people, there can be but 
litthe danger of wrong or injury in adjusting the tariff 
with reference to its protective effect.” ° The committee 
pass over the caution against “extraneous considerations;”" 
that will be daly appreciated by the representatives: of 
the people. The suggestions of the president, which re- 





the right lo protection must be considered with reference 
to the greatest principles betore mentioned. By these 
principles, it is believed, the present tariff can be fully 
sustained, 

The president has advised congress that the tariff is 
considered by almost all as defective in many of its 
parts. Suppose this correct: it ts proper to inguire 
whether greater perfection can be obtamed? If so, how? 


late to the manner in which a protecting tariff should be 
formed, the committee believe, cannot be adopted, If 
such views had prevarled since the adoption of the con- 
stitution, no tariff for the protection of domestic industry 
would have existed. If they now prevail in all branches 
of the government, the tariff has no eseape from total 
destruction, 

The framers of our constitution were equally distin- 
guished for protound inteHigence and the purest patriot- 





The president has left congress unadvised. The re- 


ism. In their great design lO provide a government for 
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this republic which should promote and secure the various 
interests of every portion, did-they adopt a single provi- 
sion’ but with open and avowed desire to make a general 
system? Did not every state present in bold relict its 
separate claims and interests? Was not each sepsrate 
and distinct claim and interest presented by the different 
members of the convention, and well considered by the 
whole? It was by uniting interests, great and small, seat- 
tered far and wide, that our system of government was 
adopted. Had ‘a particular interest” been submitted 
singly”? from some portion of the country, and that alone 
must have been regarded, the convention would have 
dissolved without giving it a glance of notice. 
members ot that august assembly did make mutual con- 
cessions and compromises in order to establish a general 
system. 

The president has advised congress that the power of 
protecting domestic industry by the aid of duties en im- 
ports belongs to the general government. 
know, is secured by. a constitution, founded on liberal 
concession and compromise. ‘The committee believe that 
the protecting power may be exercised, without exposure 
to impeachment for motives, on the same principles as 
governed the evnvention which framed and recommend- 
edbour constitation, an! the people who ratified it, The 
application of this protecting power must be made by the 
representatives of the people. ‘There is no other way by 
which it can be exercised. Then, how can this be done? 
How can it be brought down home to business and bosom? 
Ifa blacksmith asks the government of the union to protect 
the manufacture of an axe, must his question be submit- 
ted “singly” for deliberation? Must a separate bill be 
introduced, and a vote of congress taken? Shall abstract 
theory place the seal of silence on the lips of the black- 
smith, and forbid him to say that he wishes the forge, 
the loom, the sugar plantation, also, to be protected? 
The consequences are too plain for extensive commenta- 
ry. The great interests of the nation will hold generous 
communion among themselves. They will make com- 
mon cause. They will make mutual concessions, com- 
promises, and even sacrifices, to promote the general 
welfare in imitation of the example set by the great foun- 
ders of our government. D fferent interests have a right 
to consult each other. They will do so. They have al- 
waysdone so. ‘They must and will act in concert, “if they 
expect to exist. Mutual aid may. be required by the 
civil interests of the country, as much as mutual assist- 
ance was once required from the different states at New 
Orleans or Plattsburg. Statesmen who understand hu- 
man nature muastadmit it, tis sanctioned by the purest 
examples of our country—of all countries. In the ad- 
justment of the existing tariff, it might be presumed by 
another branch of the government that congress did its 
duty; that it did not improperly obtain support for dif- 


ferent interests. It must still be kept in mind, that, if 


the infirmity of our nature rendered it defective in its 
origin, an attempt at revision might add to its imperfec- 
tions.. American menufactures have had a long and ar- 
duous conflict with the popular, yet delusive doctrine, 
that additional duties for their protection are taxes on the 
consumer; and that every man who wears a coat pays the 
duty imposed into the pockets of the manufacturer. The 
committee will not go into any train of reasoning to show 
its fallacy. ‘They will merely advert to a Jew tacts: and 
they congratulate the friends of the American system, 
that the memory of every man in the nation can furnish 
abundant evidence, that, in all cases where the material 
jis found at. home, and the protecting duty has been ade- 
quate, the domestic article becomes cheaper in price, 
and improved in quality. Cotton goods furnish a striking 
example of this truth, and every man who wears a cot- 
ton shirt knows it. ‘The article of nails furnishes another 

roof, as is well known to every tuan who builds a house. 
‘The committee might enumerate hundreds of articles, 
such as hats, caps, shoes, boots, and cheese, to sustain 
them; but they know it would be superfluous. The tax 
is not paid, because the articles are not imported. The 
duty secures the market to the home manufacture, -and 
domestic competition among the manufacturers reduces 
the cost to the lowest possible price, while, at the same 
time, it improves the quality. This is the plain truth 
of the matter, and is now so well understood by the great 
mass of the nation, that the American system will not be 
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surrendered nor abandoned, so long as the people eleet 
their own rulers, It has taken deep root in our soil: the 
tree is flourishing—its branches have extended far and 
wide; and the people will trown indignantly upon every 
effort to wither its leaf, or Co blast its fruit. 

The president having, in “the proper exercise of his 
duty, submitted to congress his views of the tariff, and 
these having been referred to the committee on manu- 
factures, it became the committee to give them a cate 
did and respecttul consideration. This they have en- 
deavored todo. Being representatives of the people, 
they have no apology to make for the freedom with which 
the. opinions of the chief magistrate on this interesting 
an | del.cate subject have been examined. 

Iu framing the tariff, they believe that the acknow- 
ledged principles of the constitution have been ap- 
plied as faithfully as ‘*Washington, and Jefferson, and 
Madison, and Monroe,” could have desired; that the 
present tariff, although it may be defective in parts, is 
adjusted on_principles which those great statesmen ap- 
proved. Had they been employed to consider its details, 
and adapt them to the present condition of our country 
and the world, and their united wisdom had been exert- 
ed, every one might have discovered “imperfection in 
many of its parts; yet as a system, all of them would 
most cheerfully have given it their powerful and hearty 
support. ‘They understood the ‘‘nfirmity of our na- 
ture” too well to desiguate a single interest, and trust it 
to single consideration. They would have made all in- 
terests that required protection come forth together, 
stand side by side and then provide a system by which 
all could be mutually sustained. 

The committee are satisfied that the provisions of the 
existing tariff are national in their character: that no in- 
terest which it has undertaken to protect is “too mi- 
nute;” that it contains no evidence of attempts “to force 
manufactuers for which the country is not ripe,” of 
sufficient importance to require revision; that ‘*no com- 
forts of lite are taxed unnecessarily high,” with a proper 
regard to revenue and protection; that the “low prices of 
manufactured articles’? have not been caused by the 
“imereased value of the precious metals;” for the precious 
metals were never Lefore so abundaut and cheap in the 
United States; but that the low prices of manufactured 
articles are caused, in a great degree, by the existing 
tariff, which had made the labor, skill and enterprise of 
our people add a vast supply for consumption to the stores 
of the world. 

‘The committee fully believe that the present general 
prosperity of our country is mainly to be attributed tothe 
protecting system; and if our fellow citizens can retain 
full faith and confidence that our government will firmly 
execute its repeated and solemn promises; that it will 
maintain the high assurance of support, which our peo- 
ple have aright to demand from its dignity and honor, 
their prosperity will be daily and more rapidly promoted, 
and the resources of our country more and more amply 
developed. 

‘The committee repeat that they cannot concur in the 
opinion of the president, that, in framing a protecting 
tariff, each interest should be submitted ‘*singly for de- 
liberation,’? without any reference to a general system. 
By such a rule, it is believed, that no protecting system 
could ever have been adopted; and by its influence, it 
is strongly apprehended, none can stand. ‘The fears of 
the committee are the more explicitly declared, because 
enemies of the system have, in a manner that cannot be 
misunderstood, exposed their plan of operations. Itis to 
present each interest ‘‘singly” for deliberation, and con- 
quer the whole system in detail, 

The committee have thus presented to the house their 
undisguised and undissembled opinions on the subject 
referred, “with the freedom and candor” whieh they 
considered ‘‘the occasion for theiz expression” required, 
They believe that, the tariff having been so recent- 
ly revised, any attempt to change its provisions at 
this time would spread alarm among the great interests 
of our country, shake confidence in the plighted faith of 
government, destroy the supposed well founded hopes 
of millions of our fellow-citizens, reduce them to penury, 
and expose the whole country to the dangers of a “most 
selfish policy, which might be adopted by foreign na- 
tions. 
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